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ON CERTAIN TYPOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE THREE-CHURCH
BASILICA

The three-church basilica constitutes one of the most significant phenomena in Georgian
architectural history. Of particular importance is the fact that this compositional scheme, in its
fully developed form and with a continuous trajectory of evolution, is attested exclusively in
Georgia. In various regions of the so-called “Byzantine world,” individual monuments can be
found that exhibit certain analogies—planning solutions which, to varying degrees, approximate
the Georgian three-church basilica. However, within the Byzantine Empire proper, no fully
developed examples of this architectural type are attested—examples that would demonstrate
a consistent history of conception, formation, and development.

Although a substantial body of scholarship has been devoted to the study of the three-church
basilica, debates persist regarding both its functional significance and the terminological
accuracy of the type designation itself. Georgian as well as foreign scholars frequently argue
that these structures should rather be identified as hall churches with annexes, rather than as
a distinct basilica form. This issue is crucial not only for defining the historical trajectory of the
type but also for situating it within the broader context of early medieval Georgian ecclesiastical
architecture.

The aim of the present paper is to introduce preliminary scholarly reflections on a number of
contentious issues concerning the planning characteristics of the type. More specifically, it
seeks to establish a clear conceptual distinction between the hall church with annexes and the
three-church basilica, based on an analysis of their respective planning principles.

Keywords: Three-church basilica, Georgian architecture, Early Christian Georgian art, Georgian
ecclesiastical architecture, Georgian basilica tradition.
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THE IMPACT OF REWARD SYSTEMS ON EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY

Reward systems play a critical role in shaping employee productivity by influencing motivation,
engagement, and workplace satisfaction; a well-structured system that combines financial and
non-financial rewards leads to higher organizational performance. Monetary rewards alone are
insufficient to drive sustainable employee productivity; organizations must integrate recognition,
career development opportunities, and intrinsic motivators to create a truly effective reward
system. The structure and fairness of reward systems directly affect employee productivity,
with transparent and personalized incentives resulting in higher output, while poorly designed
reward programs contribute to disengagement and turnover.

Keywords: Reward systems, Employee productivity, Motivation, Workplace Satisfaction.
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METHODS OF SEMIOTICS: THE “ABSENT” STRUCTURE AND PROCESS
(ACCORDING TO UMBERTO ECO)

Operativist semiotics provides us with a model of the mechanism of meaning production, which
functions as a communicative chain. This maodel assumes that, at the moment of reaching the
addressee, the message is “empty.” Yet, this emptiness is not that of a void; rather, it is the
readiness of a certain apparatus of meaning-production to operate—an apparatus that has not
yet been illuminated by the codes I, as the sender, select to disclose its meaning and essence.

But how does the addressee recognize that this is indeed a mechanism of meaning production?—
By the fact that, at the moment of reception, they illuminate it through the application of certain
fundamental codes. Which meanings, then, do we actually perceive? The very act of assigning
a code to a message already constitutes a structural hypothesis—one that is no less risky or
intriguing for the fact that we usually employ it blindly, tentatively. To propose a code is not
to test a hypothesis nor to foresee what outcome may arise. The selected code reveals certain
meanings, but then confronts other codes, lexicodes, and sub-lexicodes in order to ensure the
exhaustion of its connotative potential. At this point, the movement or action begins precisely
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when the message—whether a conscious message (an artwork) or an unconscious one (a kinship
relation)—collides with the massive “icebergs” of social conventions, i.e., codes and situations.
These conventions condition the selection of codes and constitute parameters of reference that
narrow and constrain the interpretive search, though they do not definitively determine the
content of the message.

According to Umberto Eco, it is important to emphasize that the so-called “misleading
impression” extends even to that branch of semiatics which appears immune from it—namely,
semantics, understood as the science of meaning. When structural semantics attempts to
systematize units of meaning, there arises a strong temptation to assume that—since we are
faced with a system—we are dealing with a clearly defined reality.

As an example, Eco cites Claude Brémond’s critique of those authors who seek to analyze
Qur’anic texts through structural and semantic approaches using perforated cards.

In summary, Eco inclines toward the view that the operativist approach proves to be particularly
effective, precisely because it does not exclude alternative perspectives. We may, for
instance, become interested in examining how established codes are transformed within new
communicative structures.

Keywords: semiotic research, communicative chain, “absent/empty structure,” reference,
communicative universals, convention.
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ICONS FROM THE ERA OF DAVID THE BUILDER IN SAINT CATHERINE’S
MONASTERY ON MOUNT SINAI (NEW DATA)

King David IV the Builder of Georgia left a profound mark on the development of Georgian
culture and Christian art not only within his own kingdom but also in major religious centers
abroad. According to his chronicler, the king bestowed generous gifts upon holy sites in Greece
(Mount Athos), Bulgaria, Assyria, Cyprus, the Black Mountain, and Palestine. Among these, he
paid special attention to the Georgian monks residing on Mount Sinai—the place of the Lord’s
Revelation—where he founded a monastery and sent gold, precious fabrics, liturgical books, and
numerous ecclesiastical objects.

This list, however, does not include icons, since the Georgian monks themselves created
remarkable examples of icon painting on Mount Sinai. These icons are of equal significance to
both Georgian and Byzantine cultural heritage.

Among them is the world-renowned hexaptych, a double-sided painted icon consisting of
six wings. Four of these panels depict a Menologion (liturgical calendar), the fifth portrays
the Last Judgment, and the sixth illustrates scenes representing five miraculous icons of the
Virgin venerated in Constantinople, together with cycles of the miracles and Passion of Christ.
According to the Greek-Georgian inscriptions preserved on the hexaptych, both the painter and
the donor of the work were the Georgian monk loane Tokhabi, who not only identified himself in
the inscriptions but also painted his own portrait on the icon.

On stylistic and iconographic grounds, the hexaptych is dated to the turn of the 11th-12th
centuries—that is, the period of King David the Builder’s reign. The calendar, the Last Judgment,
and the cycles of Christ’s miracles and Passion depicted by loane are considered among the
earliest known examples in the history of Byzantine icon painting. Moreover, Tokhabi’s self-
portraits are regarded as the earliest depictions of artists within the art of the Byzantine cultural
sphere.

A second icon from the Sinai collection, dated to the early 12th century and bearing Georgian-
Greek inscriptions, portrays King David the Builder standing beside Saint George, who intercedes
on his behalf as Christ blesses him from heaven. In terms of its technique and artistic features,
this icon was undoubtedly painted on Mount Sinai. Within the vast Sinai collection of thousands
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of icons, it holds particular importance as the only one depicting a king.

According to recent research dedicated to the Sinaiicons, the icon featuring King David’s portrait
is not to be viewed as a votive image but rather as part of a royal pano (ensemble), representing
the glorious sovereign in full majesty (D. Mourelatos).

Agreeing with this new interpretation, | propose that the Sinai collection contains the second
part of this pano. | refer to another icon of identical dimensions that is compositionally,
chromatically, and thematically similar—even in detail—depicting two standing warrior saints,
Theodore and Demetrius. When viewed together, these two icons form a kind of royal diptych,
with King David IV flanked by the most venerated warrior saints in Georgia. On one “wing” of the
diptych, Saint George appears as the king’s direct protector and intercessor before Christ; on the
other, Saints Theodore and Demetrius accompany him as celestial warriors aiding the monarch
alongside Saint George.

This Sinai “diptych,” distinguished by its artistic quality and iconographic program, represents

a unique example of Orthodox icon painting, directly connected with the era—and indeed the
person—of King David the Builder.

Keywords: King David the Builder, Mount Sinai, Georgian icon painting, Hexaptych / Diptych,
Byzantine cultural heritage.
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AN ANALYSIS OF AZIZ NESIN’S WORKS IN THE CONTEXT OF MICHEL
FOUCAULT’S THEORY OF POWER

Aziz Nesin is one of the most distinguished satirists of Turkish literature. Through his narratives,
he not only depicts the tragicomic dimensions of individual existence but also deconstructs
dominantdiscourses, thereby exposing the mechanisms of power dissemination in contemporary
Turkish society. Nesin’s texts consistently represent bureaucratic control, socio-cultural
regulation, moral repression, and practices of self-punishment.

The aim of this study is to analyze Nesin’s oeuvre within the theoretical framework of Michel
Foucault’s concept of power. Foucault’s notion rejects the classical understanding of power as a
purely centralized institutional force and instead conceptualizes it as a decentralized, discursively
produced, and networked phenomenon. The theoretical axis of this research is grounded in
Foucault’s key concepts—discipline, surveillance (panopticism), and biopolitics. The central
research question is: How does Nesin employ the artistic representation of Foucauldian power
mechanisms to critique society, and what implicit strategies of resistance emerge in his texts?

Discipline and State Structures

According to Foucault, discipline constitutes a form of power directed at the regulation of
the body, time, and space, aimed at systematically controlling individual behavior. Such
mechanisms typically do not rely on physical repression but on the establishment of norms
and the internalization of self-subjugation. Nesin’s short story Vatandas ve Polis (“The Citizen
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and the Policeman”) vividly illustrates the functioning of disciplinary power: the police act as a
symbol of surveillance, compelling citizens to develop self-regulatory mechanisms. This dynamic
resonates with Foucault’s model of panopticism, in which the subject exists under conditions
of constant potential surveillance, thereby producing the “disciplinary subject”—an individual
who reproduces and perpetuates the dominant order. Nesin’s texts underscore that state
institutions do not exert power solely through physical or legal coercion; rather, they create an
environment in which self-regulation becomes encouraged and naturalized. This aligns closely
with Foucault’s concept of power as rooted not in violence but in knowledge, normativity, and
structural production.

Bureaucratic Absurdity and Biopolitical Control

Foucault’s theory of biopolitics addresses strategies of power directed at regulating populations
at the level of life itself—access to resources, health management, spatial organization, and
administrative registration. In this context, Nesin’s stories provide particularly striking literary
illustrations. In Bir insan Basanr (“When a Person Succeeds”), a character’s very existence
depends upon recognition by the bureaucratic apparatus. The absurd circumstances of the story
depicta systeminwhichidentity and social status are defined exclusively through administrative
criteria. The protagonist becomes entangled in an endless chain of bureaucratic regulations,
mirroring the Foucauldian biopolitical reality in which existence is acknowledged only when
formalized and registered. Notably, Nesin’s characters actively participate in this system—filling
out documents, requesting permits, and thus perpetuating the cycle. This dynamic exemplifies
Foucault’s decentralized model of power, operating through consent, knowledge, and self-
constitution. Nesin’s satirical discourse exposes the paradoxical reality in which individual life
is subordinated to repressive mechanisms of knowledge production. In Foucauldian terms, this
condition may be described as the “power of knowledge,” through which life is perceived not as
lived experience but as statistical data.

Surveillance and the Mechanisms of Self-Punishment in Saciety

Foucault’s concept of surveillance transcends institutional control and manifests in socio-
cultural self-requlation, generating internalized monitoring of behavior. This phenomenon
is sharply rendered in Nesin’s stories through the mechanisms of moral discipline and public
shaming. In Korkudan Korkmak (“Fear of Fear”), characters live under constant psychological
pressure—not due to real persecution, but owing to the perception that every action is subject
to potential judgment. This creates an internalized surveillance system, in which social shame
and moral dogma function as instruments of control. Such structures reflect Foucault’s panoptic
model, where the individual becomes their own overseer. In Nesin’s works, self-punishment
emerges not merely as an expression of moral responsibility but as a systemic product that
shapes obedient subjects. Saciety itself assumes the role of collective overseer, reinforcing
moral conformity and normalizing fear-based behavior.

Keywords: Turkish literature, Aziz Nesin, Michel Foucault, Power theory.
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gm®dg0s Mah0d7m0s, 03300m0@ 33bggos bomama gzl Hobfhgbsbo o7 gzmbobgomma
Bobobrangda ob bod3dmal bedabggda. 0dg3060 goohyggte 8ggbedsdgds bmgméys badsbhm-
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Gomo godmbagmgbos o yzgmedyg 1390 gamgbosms dhmdmzngddo Aobl. vdggebew,
Lodoboggmmb ,mdbmb bsbo® fropgdnm 93mdedo doopbymsw gegmbdgdnmo bodto-
Hobd® 93mgbogdal dsdemgmnben 8gbogds Mbebmba, adsmo bsddgbgdmm bodalbals, 3g-
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THE HALL CHURCH OF SAMSHVILDE FROM THE REIGN OF KING
DAVID IV THE BUILDER AND ISSUES OF ORDINARY CHURCH
CONSTRUCTION IN THE 12™-13™ CENTURIES

The hall church located in the far eastern part of the ruined city of Samshvilde is distinguished
by its dedicatory inscriptions. It was built during the reign of King David IV the Builder, in 1119,
and painted in 1123. Despite its historical significance, the church—constructed hastily of rubble
stone—displays architecture of below-average quality. In its masonry, yellow stone blocks taken
from the dome church of Sioni, damaged after the Seljuk conquest of Samshvilde, were reused.
Clearly, the builders were in such a rush that they did not concern themselves with refining its
architectural forms or adorning the walls. The artistic effect was created instead by the high-
quality wall paintings inside the church, of which only a few fragments survive. Apart from the
inscriptions, the most notable feature reflecting David’s era is the semicircular projecting apse—
an element atypical for the ecclesiastical architecture of eastern Georgia. Similar projecting
apses appear in churches founded by David IV, such as Gelati and Shio-Mgvime, and in other
12th-century churches at Armazi and Akhatani.

Alongside the richly decorated hall churches of the first half of the 12th-13th centuries, built
of finely cut stone (e.g., Siorbisi, Maghlaant Church, Gudarekhi, Kazreti, Betania, Tsq’luleti, and
others), there emerged low-budget parish churches constructed of rubble stone, often of poor
workmanship. These include, in addition to the Samshvilde hall church, St. George of Kalaubani,
the Mother of God of Gardateni, the abandoned Nasparsevi, the fortress church of Rkoni, and
Samochalo, among others. In some of these monuments, the artistic quality is determined by
the wall paintings in the interior; facades are generally plain, with only occasional decorative
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or inscribed inserts of finely cut stone, or framed window surrounds. Such solutions reflect
monastic asceticism, the modest character of fortress churches, or the limited means of poor
villages and humble patrons.

The chronological markers of these ordinary churches are difficult to establish and are most
evidentin the proportions of the buildings. Thus, during Georgia’s so-called “Golden Age,” while
sumptuous donor churches were erected with rich decoration, modest, architecturally plain, and
poorly built parish churches were constructed as well—mirroring the complex socio-cultural
realities of the time.

Keywords: Samshvilde, Hall Church, David the Builder, 12th-13th centuries, Ordinary
Construction.
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0bobgos Jogbom — BnF Paris. gr. 1526 (33960900 093v-109v), bfmbgo o3 bgmbefghols do-
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bo3gobdm boghgggdo: Jobormmo bomshgdbo dsgomghonos, mgmoms smgqbebodogmols
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3bo, 1.
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OLD GEORGIAN TRANSLATED HAGIOGRAPHY: PREMETAPHRASTIC
AND METAPHRASTIC VERSIONS OF THE LIFE OF THEODORA OF
ALEXANDRIA

Old Georgian literature is rich in both original and translated monuments, among them
numerous hagiographical works. In recent years, the refinement of research methods in the
study of translated literature, together with progress in Byzantine hagiographical studies, has
made the investigation of Georgian translated hagiography increasingly important. It is known
that Georgian translations of kimenic (premetaphrastic) and metaphrastic Lives of saints
reflect different stages of Byzantine hagiographical development almost synchronously. This
circumstance lends particular significance to the Georgian texts — including the translations of
the Life of Theodora of Alexandria—for the study of both national and Byzantine literature.

Theodora of Alexandria, a saint of the fifth century, was highly venerated in the Christian world.
Her Lifecontains the rare and ancient “disguised saint” narrative, regarded as one of the earliest
plot types in hagiography. Both premetaphrastic and metaphrastic recensions of Theodora’s Life
have survived in Georgian. The metaphrastic recension exists in two distinct translations: (1) in
the September menologion of 1565, preserved at the Kutaisi Historical-Ethnographic Museum
(shelfmark K-4), and (2) in a manuscript of 1081 from the Iviron Manastery on Mount Athos
(lvir. georg. 20), translated by Teopile the Priestmonk. The premetaphrastic recension survives
in ten Georgian manuscripts, the earliest being a menologion copied between 1038-1040 at
the Monastery of the Cross in Jerusalem, today preserved in the Bodleian Library, Oxford (Bodl.
Georg. 1). This source has not been published.
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The earliest surviving Greek manuscript of the premetaphrastic version dates from the 11th
century and is preserved in the Bibliotheque nationale de France (BnF Paris. gr. 1468, fols.
12v-16v). The text was published from this manuscript in 1889 (K. Wessely, Die Vita S.
Theodorae, Fiinfzehnter Jahresbericht des k. k. Staatsgymnasiums in Hernals, \lienna, 1889, pp.
25-44). Although the Life is also included in another 11th-century manuscript (MS. Holkham
Gr.15), the relevant section (fols. 1r-6r) is considered a later, 14th-15th century addition.
Scholarly literature also records a 7th-century papyrus fragment, written in Greek majuscule
and discovered in Fayum, Egypt, which preserves parts of the Life (P. Louvre Hag. 3).

The metaphrastic recension was formed in the 10th century and it’s earliest Greek manuscript
dates only to the 14th century (BnF Paris. gr. 1526, fols. 093v-109v). The text was published in
Patrologia Graeca (PG 115, cols. 452-468). Therefore, the Georgian translation of metaphrastic
text in Ivir.Geo.20, copied in 1081 and containing Teopile the Priestmonk’s rendering of the text,
is of exceptional importance, predating the earliest Greek witness by three centuries.

The paper will consider the premetaphrastic and metaphrastic recensions of the Life of
Theodora of Alexandria, their mutual relationship, and their correspondence with the Greek
originals. Special attention will be paid to textual structure, adaptations, and the classification
of differences.

Keywords: Georgian Translated Hagiography, The life of Theodora of Alexandria, Byzantine
Hagiography, Metaphrastic Hagiography, Premetaphrastic Hagiography.

This work was supported by Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia (SRNSFG)
[FR-24-7685, “Corpus of Georgian Translated Hagiography, I”].
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NEWLY DISCOVERED SETTLEMENT IN SATORGE

The report concerns a recently discovered settlement in the lower reaches of the lori River,
near Mount Kajiri, in the Satorge area. Covering approximately 30 hectares, the site includes
terraced residential and economic structures, a water reservoir, a watchtower, and a rock-hewn
domed church. Ceramic, metal and glass artifacts dating from the 9th to 13th centuries have
been collected at the site, as well as slag and defective samples — indicating the presence of
local production.

The dating of these artifacts corresponds with the artistic, architectural, and paleographic data
of the domed church, suggesting that the church and the settlement existed contemporaneously.

The discovery of the Satorge settlement is particularly significant, as only one other settlement
— Kvabebi — has previously been traced and partially studied on the lori Plateau, in the
mountainous region of Gareji. Kvabebi was located near the rock-hewn monastic complex of the
same name, which raised numerous unanswered questions, primarily regarding the relationship
between the cave complex and the adjacent settlement. Specifically, it remained unclear
whether Kvabebi was a monastery with residential buildings or a secular rock-hewn village
surrounded by other populated areas.

In this context, the newly discovered Satorge settlement may provide important clarifications
and fresh insights into the nature and function of settlements in the region. At the same time,
Satorge opens a new chapter in the study of the typology and economic structure of medieval
settlements that developed in the lower reaches of the lori River.

Keywords: Gareja Monasteries, Mount Qajiri, Ivirspiri, Settlement, High Middle Ages
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SOCIAL STRATIFICATION OF GEORGIA IN THE PERIOD OF
TRANSITION

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Georgian society underwent a profound
transformation, adopting new norms and shifting toward a European orientation. Nevertheless,
little research has examined the issue of social stratification in the country. This project seeks
to identify and describe social milieus in Georgia, drawing on survey data from EVS, ISSP, and
Eurobarometer spanning from 1992 to the present.

Social milieus are conceptualized as value-based social groups shaped by lifestyle, class,
identity, and attitudes. The study will analyze variables such as political orientation, education,
income, value scales, life satisfaction, and identity markers, framed in a comparative European
perspective. The methodology involves clustering and mapping milieus along two axes—class
and values. The research aims to contribute both to academic knowledge and to policy planning
by providing a nuanced understanding of Georgia’s social structure.

Keywords: Social Stratification, Class Analysis, Transition, Social Milieu
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ARCHIVAL AND PRESS MATERIALS ON THE FIRST SCHOLARLY
EDITION OF N. BARATASHVILI'S WORKS

Inthe process of preparing editions of classical authors’ works, alongside the study and processing
of manuscript and printed sources, significant attention is paid to the author’s documents,
certificates (e.g., birth and death records), and other archival materials. These sources shed
light on previously unknown details of the author’s biography, reveal interesting episodes of his
interactions with contemporaries, and clarify how relatives and scholars approached both his
personality and literary output during his lifetime and posthumously.

Research into archival and periodical publications shows that the creation of biographical
documentation concerning Niko Baratashvili continued for some time after the author’s death.
One particularly notewaorthy aspect concerns materials related to the preparation of his works
for publication.

In 1895, the fifth edition of N. Baratashvili’s works was published: “Poems and Letters of N.
Baratashvili” (edited by Ekvtime Takaishvili and David Karichashvili). Preparation for this edition
began as early as 1893, when the poet’s remains were transferred from Azerbaijan to Georgia.
Contemporary newspapers — Droeba, Teatri, Iveria — in addition to reports on the transfer,
frequently published notices from various prominent figures and writers regarding Baratashvili’s
works: Rapiel Eristavi’s “Five Newly Found Poems of N. Baratashvili”, llia Chkhonia’s
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“Bibliographical Note”, Zakaria Chichinadze’s “Letter to the Editorial Office”, “Notebook of
Baratashvili’s Poems”, and others, where the authors discuss the poet’s autographs, debate the
authenticity of certain poems, examine manuscript provenance, and identify errors in previous
editions.

The fact that serious preparation was underway for the 1895 edition is further evidenced by
several documents preserved in the Georgian Historical Archive: a public statement by the board
of the KShChKG Society regarding the provision of Baratashvili’s works for publication, special
permissions from the poet’s heirs, and a letter dated March 21, 1894, signed by D. Karichashvili
requesting lona Meunargia to temporarily provide the society with the poet’s manuscripts,
among others.

The 1895 edition differs from previous ones in that it includes, in addition to the works
themselves, an extensive explanatory note — “Information on the Autographs of N. Baratashvili”.
This note discusses three manuscript collections: the so-called Ekvtime Takaishvili and Barbale
Vezirishvili autograph collections, as well as notebooks transcribed by Valerian Guni. The texts
were mainly printed according to variants from Takaishvili’s collection. The scientific merit of the
edition is enhanced by the editors” inclusion of differences found in the Vezirishvili manuscripts
in scholia, while textual variants from Guni’s notebook, received by the publishers later, were
placed at the end of the book. This represented the first textual-critical approach to publishing
N. Baratashvili’s works.

Based on archival and press sources, it can be confidently stated that the 1895 edition, edited
by Ekvtime Takaishvili and David Karichashvili, constitutes the first scholarly edition of N.
Baratashvili’s works.

Keywords: Niko Baratashvili, archival materials, periodicals, textual variants, scholarly edition
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AVANT-GARDE TENDENCIES INPROLETARIAN POETRY (1921-1929)

The Bolshevik poetry of 1921-1929 remains largely underexplored in literary scholarship. The
political and ideological discourses reflected in this poetry constitute a rich field for in-depth
intersemiotic analysis. While the theory of Socialist Realism and the broader Soviet literary
policy—both domestic and foreign—are partially accessible through translated and original
publications from the Soviet period, little is known about how the socio-political context of the
1920s was inscribed into Bolshevik poetic production.

This study examines the specific literary mechanisms and artifacts that shape the aesthetic
content of the poetry, investigates the aesthetic dimensions of its ideological message, and
identifies its formal patterns. There is no comprehensive textual edition of Socialist Realist
poetry that would allow scholars to conduct detailed analysis. Prevailing perspectives often
reduce Bolshevik poetry to revolutionary verses glorifying struggle, heroes, and leaders.

In 1920s Georgian literature, alongside avant-garde literary groups, proletarian poetry emerged
as a strong and multifaceted current. Proletarian writers not only published manifestos and
prose, but also actively produced poetry. Avant-garde works were particularly notable in the
writings of Karlo Kaladze (Poem for Cinema) and Alio Mashashvili (Mirtskhulava, collection
Merrekhi), which attracted attention—and criticism—from contemporary press for their stylistic
deviation.

The study explores avant-garde tendencies in proletarian poetry, including cinematic narration
and non-traditional expressive techniques across poems, manifestos, and translations, analyzing
their interaction with broader literary developments of the 1920s.

Keywords: Proletarian Poetry, Georgian Avant-Garde, Literary Experimentation, 1920s
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THE SCABBARD SHEATH OF ASPAVRUK THE PITIAKHSH’S SWORD
FROMBURIAL NO.1AT ARMAZISKHEVI

In 1940, a tomb was excavated near Mtskheta, in Armaziskhevi, identified as the burial of
Aspavruk the Pitiakhsh (Pers. Bidax$ — marcher lord) based on an inscription on a signet ring
discovered there. The tomb (Burial No. 1, dated to the 2nd-3rd centuries AD) contained a rich
inventory, with the quadrilobe scabbard sheath of a sword standing out.

The sheath, made from a thick gold sheet, narrows toward the bottom. At the top, it features two
horizontally protruding lobes; similar, rounded lobes appear at the bottom. Along the vertical
axis, square gold settings with green glass stones are placed. The lobes’” edges are accented
with red garnets, inlaid using the cloisonné technigue.

Weapons of precious metal in elite burials served ceremonial and ritual functions, representing
wealth and the owner’s high social status. The bth-century AD bas-relief from Lamazi Gora
shows a pitiakhsh holding a sword and scabbard, confirming their ceremonial role.

Quadrilobe swords appear from the early Tst millennium BC and spread widely across
Afghanistan, Western Siberia, and the Northern Black Sea. Similar scabbards are known from
Commagene, Parthia, and nomadic Sarmatian burials, serving as ceremonial insignia. The
Armaziskhevi scabbard differs from the Sarmatian “gold-turquoise” animal-style artifacts:
its restrained decoration emphasizes vertical and horizontal axes, highlighting the monolithic
strength of the sheath.

Keywords: Armaziskhevi, sword, sheath, insignia, incrustation
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THE HISTORICAL-GEOGRAPHICAL IMAGE OF THE KINGDOM OF
GEORGIAIN THEEVOLUTION OF THE CRUSADER LEGEND

This paper aims to examine the stages in the evolution of the famous legend of the king-priest in
the Crusader East of the 12th century, focusing on how the messianic figure and the historical-
geographical image of his realm evolved over time in the perceptions of medieval society.

John the Presbyter, known to Europeans as a Christian king-priest in the East, whose story
spread from the Holy Land to Western Europe before the Second Crusade, was regarded as a
savior of the Crusader world. His unknown messianic aspect is a central figure in 12th-13th-
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century legendary histories that evolved in the context of the Crusades. From the 13th century,
this role shifted to his successor, King David, under whose name a new Eastern messiah was
recognized in the West.

The presentation emphasizes that the legends of John the Presbyter and King David are not
merely historical narratives but instruments for consolidating expectations, influencing
diplomatic relations between the Crusader East and Eastern Christian kingdoms. The focus is
on the historical-political reality of the Georgian state, particularly the reigns of David IV the
Builder and George IV Lasha, and how the Kingdom of Georgia’s significance was reflected in
the Crusader imagination.

In addition to textual sources, the study examines visual materials, particularly European maps
and portolans of the 13th-15th centuries. These sources are crucial for studying the legend’s
origins, foundations, and evolution, revealing how the Christian West perceived the historical-
geographical landscape of the East, including the place of the Georgian kingdom.

Keywords: John the Presbyter, messianism, Crusades, Georgia, portolans, maps

dMbLdbdoo0)d 1ABOLIOO / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS




GEORGIA AND THE CAUCASUS — PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

dom3o ©bege
3boggbmdo
20bsomg00l dg3609690008 93063960l bgmddmgebgma

bodo@mggqpmb ”3503367[50@3@0
mbo@obo, bodo&mgaq\vm

ORCID: 0009-0002-0939-6761
sha.dundua@ug.edu.ge

BOMGHFOOIT() 3IBILIONL OEGOBLBMEBIGNIT(N HM()
LOIBNZIGLOGIOM LES3JONL 3GMBILAN

00badgbdmgg gio3dg mdemmgbo gebsmmgds 36083bgmmgeb (HHsblgmbdsgasl geboioal,

gobdohommo 39906908 30 goodPysgdh Gmmb sbdmmgol bembogghbonghm bHsgmgdal
3060436080, Gogeb ol gnhomgdel sdsbgamgol sbs dbmmmo Jgwgagdel Bgzedgdeds,
06330 Thysgdh bHogmgdebe o gomdzmdgbgosdy. Hdomogogmo Bggebgdgdabgeb gob-
bbgo39000, Gmdmgdag dbmmmp bfsagmgdol bedmmmm Jgwgagol 8mdseggb, gmddspmmo
Fg530b980 0d39b0b 9390906 bHagmol mhyzqd 3GmEqldg, Gog dmagegh 737303806, mgo-
0bggmgdbosbs o 0bbhdadzonmoe dogmdgdal smadpogesl Limogbhgdol Ggemmé
Boﬁo@mgbg&woB 80806}0}360'80. “380@@3[5 605007@36080, bOQoG b@gg@gB@mo 8(‘0030@(33—
“mgbgde, v30mbmdos s 3hafogmo vdbmgbgds 3badzbgmmgeb gobgmmmdsw doohbgse,
go®dofymmo gaelgds 0d3930 gohogdbol 0blth®m3dgbwew, Gmdgmoag bgml 9hymsl boa-
960 ms Bobogmmdsl, bhagmol dmpngeaol dBhosbs s mz3006987m0b g Lsgmagost.
8(08383@0 b@o@oo odggpggb 080[5, 07 (4)0)6(0(4) ngpob q;m(/*)ao@z]qpo 83030[5360 boggogg({abo—
190 omEo(™®@09880 bLHsgmgdal obsdagell — bmgmé sdmgsl aga debhogmgdmagols bo-
830@360[5, 630@3&) ggé)mrao “330[535075 b@g@gB@mo boioé)m{]bgbb, 6060300’)0(4)075 domo 83—
@od(YJaBo@gé)o 2]50(4)360 ©0 8338606 2]%(4)(0 065@3%03(’00 ©0 b@g@ggg%a m@ogB@o@gbgqpo
Lobfogmm go@gdm. banoodo pghommben gobgobamege 8ggsbgoal abgm bhdengangdl,
(00)6(0(4)360600: moBo@mqpmo 33930[5360, bogoé)goram @3[5@360, ?8”{]9}3‘4’0 3&)0)03&0)30){133(93—
30l 0g(h0gmd900 (0g30dbg-wahyz0mmo-gondoshg) o 1313030060l yymygo — domo dgge-
3960l gomgamobfobgonm bmgméys bhagmal 8gwmgaqdda, 0bg bhsgmgdal ge399phosbmdsedy.
obggg ogp%@oqpoo 60%63@0 Q)Qij@mgogbobo 0 bob%‘ogq\nm 060@0@0505 OBOSB&OBOOB
36083bgmmds, Gog vgehmmgdl gmbdsdmmo 8ggbgoal dgbadmgdmmdgel s dhoal dals
bgmdabefgmdmdsl 3ghbmbsmodgdgmo s pdmmmo 3730380606 1dH63gmLsymge.
B396 39bgdam oGlgdmm aedmfggzgobsy — Gmambogss: o30gdondo 3gbbmbogoals dde-
™30, 39308930l Fogboghgde s 0bbadmzomdha dbsboagghs — s dagebadbgom babgdnéda
(330939006 0730 gdMmdsdy, Goms gmbdshmmo Jggelgdal 3bodhoze dyabew obdg-
360hglb bombogg®bopghm 3bmadedgddo. pobebbnmb, 33pommon pogebsdgmmn, hmd
bopgbeg dggebgde spoddgde s@s dbmmmp bmgmés bhegmgdol dgmgagdal gedmdgal dg-
4060330, 960390 bmgmbs bhagmob bgmBgFymdals 0blnémdgbo, ol sdmoghgdl bmgméys

dMbLdbJoo0)d 0AB0LION / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS



mailto:sha.dundua@ug.edu.ge

6IJOGNZIDOM OY 30330600 — BIGLITN, 063I(M, MTI30T(

dobfogmgdmgol, obg bigbhgdl oo 4dbol néds, bgamgdbaba bhsgmob gedmizmomgdals
3060093l bobfogmm 3bmzgbdo. gobasm gosdhgdgmo s mbgsebodgdnmo gmbdsdmmo
393305930 36083bgmmzbo dbal bambaggbboggnm Lhsgmgdal babolbl s byl mfymols

1093900 39630006900b 3760l Bodmysmodgos 3dspmgl gebommgdsdo.
bo330bdm bogyggdo: gmbddspgmo Jgaelgds, dghsegmaboges, bpaogbhoms hobmmnmmds, dum-
H030(309, 0)300)6363]@057360(90 Bﬁ;ogqpo, 36883@0 605300)05’)360[5 53@@3(4)0.

Shalva Dundua

Professor

Head of the Department of Educational Sciences
The University of Georgia

Thilisi, Georgia

ORCID: 0009-0002-0939-6761
sha.dundua@ug.edu.ge

THE TRANSFORMATIVE ROLE OF FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IN THE PROCESS
OF UNIVERSITY TEACHING

At the present stage, higher education is undergoing significant transformation, with formative
assessment playing a decisive role in reshaping university teaching. Unlike traditional
assessments, which primarily measure final learning outcomes, formative assessment focuses
on continuous learning and improvement. It emphasizes not only the summative dimension
but also ongoing feedback, self-reflection, and the adaptation of instructional approaches to
students’ actual needs.

In higher education—where diversity, autonomy, and critical thinking are recognized as
key values—formative assessment becomes a tool of transformation. It enhances student
engagement, strengthens motivation to learn, and promotes self-regulated learning. This article
explores how formative assessment changes the dynamics of university classrooms: how it
enables instructors to respond in real time to students’ needs, develop their metacognitive
skills, and foster a more inclusive, student-centered learning environment.

The article discusses in detail such strategies as peer assessment, practice tests, group
interaction activities (e.g., “think-pair-share”), and the feedback loop, analyzing their impact on
both learning outcomes and teaching effectiveness. Special attention is given to the integration
of digital technologies and learning analytics, which broaden the potential of formative
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assessment and enhance its accessibility by providing personalized and timely feedback.

We also address existing challenges, including faculty readiness, assessment literacy, and
institutional support, and highlight the need for systemic changes to ensure the solid integration
of formative assessment practices into university programs.

In conclusion, we argue that when assessment is perceived not merely as a mechanism for
measuring outcomes but as a tool for supporting learning, it empowers both teachers and
students and fosters conditions for deep, reflective learning experiences. A well-designed and
well-organized formative assessment significantly improves the quality of university teaching
and contributes to the development of a culture of continuous improvement in higher education.

Keywords: formative assessment, metacognition, student engagement, motivation, self-
regulated learning, culture of continuous improvement.
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CAUCASIAN PHILOSOPHY AS A NEW PARADIGM OF
INTERCULTURAL PHILOSOPHY

This presentation will discuss Caucasian philosophy as a new concept/category within
philosophical historiography, its origins, and historical development. The concept is
fundamentally rooted in the philosophical thought of the peoples of the Caucasus—primarily
Georgian and Armenian—during the Middle Ages, the early modern period, and the 20th century.
This tradition largely formed on the basis of Late Antique and Byzantine philosophical doctrines.
The coexistence, re-actualization, and dialogue among various modes of thought—Platonic,
Aristotelian, Neoplatonic, Scholastic, Humanist, and others—contributed, on the one hand,
to the formation of local philosophical traditions and, at the same time, through intellectual
interactions, fostered the creation of a philosophical language that enabled innovative
interpretations.

Although the notion of “Caucasian philosophy” as a distinct strand in the history of philosophy
was identified and emphasized in the 21st-century Georgian philosophical scholarship of Prof.
Tengiz Iremadze, it also presents itself as an important paradigm of intercultural philosophy.
Through this concept, a unique intellectual tradition is brought to light—one whose origins are
directly linked to foundational problems of intercultural thinking. The aim of conceptualizing
Caucasian philosophy is to reveal the internal unity of intellectual diversity in the region, through
the dialectical interrelation of its unique characteristics and specificities.

The presentation will examine the key issues, problems, and prospects of Caucasian philosophy
from this perspective. Special attention will also be paid to the reception of major Caucasian
thinkers in European intellectual contexts, focusing in particular on studies and works that
address the history and challenges of the reception and transformation of Caucasian philosophy.

Keywords: Caucasian philosophy; Intercultural philosophy; A new category in the history
of philosophy; Pan-Caucasian consciousness; Openness of culture and thought; Georgian-
Armenian philosophical relations.
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“ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION IN THE CAUCASUS —GEORGIA'’S
ROLE INREGIONAL AND GLOBAL FINANCIAL MARKETS”

Historically, the Caucasus region has constituted a critical nexus of trade routes and strategic
interests; nevertheless, for centuries, persistent political instability and economic isolation have
impeded the full realization of its economic potential. The legacy of the Soviet system, coupled
with the political disintegration that followed in the post-1990s era, has profoundly shaped the
region’s economic structures. In the case of Georgia, the transition from a centrally planned
economy to a market-based system introduced substantial challenges, necessitating deep
structural adjustments and comprehensive reforms — a process that continues to be of critical
relevance and urgency today.

At the present stage, despite numerous challenges and obstacles, Georgia is perceived as an
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economically liberal and investment-attractive country, striving to establish itself as a financial
hub within the Black Sea region. The country’s macroeconomic indicators, fiscal policies, and a
stable banking sector contribute to its growing and increasingly significant role in both regional
markets and the broader international financial system and networks.

The present research conducts a comprehensive analysis of Georgia’s role in the economic
transformation of the Caucasus region from a historical perspective to the contemporary era.
It does systematically explores the fundamental drivers that enabled Georgia to overcome
economic crises and progressively integrate into regional and global financial markets. Special
focus is placed on the structural reforms undertaken during the 2000s, notably the strengthening
of the financial sector, the enhancement of the business climate, the modernization of the
banking system, and the negotiation and signing of international trade agreements.

The study makes particular emphasis on Georgia’s participation in multilateral economic
platforms and its efforts to deepen ties with the European Union, emerging and developed
economies of Asia, and global investment markets.

Regarding future prospects, the study highlights both the opportunities and challenges
facing Georgia. It examines the critical areas necessary for the development of the country’s
financial markets, emphasizing the need for deeper economic diversification, the integration of
technological innovations, and the enhancement and effective utilization of labor productivity.
These measures are essential for Georgia to maintain its competitiveness and to secure a
significant and leading position within the global economic system. The paper also underscores
the importance of addressing geopolitical risks, as well as challenges related to energy security
and state stability, all of which exert a considerable influence on the country’s future economic
development.

In conclusion, Georgia’s historical trajectory, contemporary accomplishments, and forward-
looking strategic planning collectively pave the way for the country to position itself as a leading
economic center in the Caucasus region and to expand its influence within both regional and
global financial markets.

Keywords: Economic Transformation, Financial and Banking Sector, Structural Reforms,
Regional and Global Markets, Geopolitical Risks.
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bodyge goehadbgmoss godmmgdamo bmgmbys G1bmm, sbggg 0bgmabnd mebgdebgodo.
Bgd0 0bhgbddhgpeies blibal o3 ,3bmgeb" bogygel s sdsbmebsgy blibol @sd3937mo 8-
©mdols dodgdl.
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LAPSUS CALAMI—SCRIBE’S MISTAKE IN THE GEORGIAN MEDIEVAL
CHRONICLES THE LIFE OF KARTLI

The paper aims to analyze one passage from The Chronicle of a Hundred Years from the
Georgian medieval chronicle The Life of Kartli, where, according my opinion, a copyist’s error
can be found. As is known, this work describes the history of Georgia from the 10-s of the 13th
century to the 10-s of the 14th century. Given the chronological period depicted in it, the work
talks about the Mongol rule in Georgia, details the history of the reign of David Ulu and David
Narin, as well as the tragic history of the decline and fragmentation of the country.

One of the sections of the subchapter “David, the sixty-fifth king of Kartli, son of King Dimitri,
Bagrationi”, mentions Samadavla, presumably the eristavi (head of the feudal lord) of Hereti,
who, as can be seen from the text, supports the idea that King David had to introduce himself to
the Ghazan Khan. The author particularly notes the military merits of this 13th-century nobleman:
“’Eristavi Samadavlas [...], reminiscent of the Jew Mosimachus or the outstanding Neoptolemus
Pighas, the celebrated general of the Myrmidons.”” Several scholars (S.Kaukhchishvili,
T.Kaukhchishvili) have tried to interpret and translate the word “’Pighas”” to understand the
full meaning of this phrase, but, unfortunately, they have not come to a final conclusion. For this
reason, this word is left untranslated in the texts of the Russian and English translations. My
interpretation clarifies the “”obscure”” word and reveals the reason for the copyist’s error.

”n

Keywords: Chronicler, The Chronicle of a Hundred Years, Pighas.
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ALEXANDER LOMTATIDZE’S ARCHIVE AND THE SPECIFICS OF HIS
MEMOIRS

The personal archival materials of Alexander Lomtatidze, a member of the Constituent Assembly
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, remain largely understudied. The archive is preserved
at the Korneli Kekelidze National Centre of Manuscripts, yet scholarly processing has been
minimal.

The archive includes both visual and textual materials. Of particular significance are Lomtatidze’s
memoirs, originally intended for publication, which have not yet been published. The aim of this
research is to study these important materials and prepare the memoirs for publication.

The specific nature of the memoirs reflects archival processing standards and provides insights
into historical events. Interestingly, despite Lomtatidze’s political role, the records largely avoid
political matters. They focus on everyday life, personal views, and anecdotes, making them a
unique source for historical study.

Keywords: Alexander Lomtatidze, archival processing, Democratic Republic of Georgia,
memoirs, historical sources
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THE SUCCESSION OF THE KINGS OF KARTLIIN THE MEGALOBLISDZE
MANUSCRIPT FROM PHARNAVAZ TO MIRIAN

The Megaloblisdze Manuscript represents a unique source for the study of the dynastic
succession of the kings of Kartli. The manuscript is preserved at the National Centre of
Manuscripts (inventory Ne 0-1219) and was copied in 1697 by loseb Megaloblisdze. It is
often referred to in scholarship as the “1697 Manuscript,” although it has no established
historiographical name. This manuscript is unique among old Georgian chronicles as it is entirely
written in Nuskhakhutsuri script, except for the testamentary notes, which are in Asomtavruli.

The manuscript consists of 201 sheets (402 pages). Fach quire contains eight sheets (16 pages),
with quire numbers and the first sheet numbered in round letters, and the remaining pages in
Nuskhakhutsuri script. The text was apparently divided into chapters, as indicated by titles (e.g.,
fol. 10r: “Chapter Four, the Governance of Kartli by the Spars and the Reign of Mirian”).

The present study aims to analyze the succession of the kings of Kartli from Pharnavaz to Mirian
and the division into chapters as presented in the Megaloblisdze Manuscript.

Keywords: Kartlis Tskhovreba, Megaloblisdze Manuscript, Dynasties of the Kings of Kartli,
Mtskheta recension
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ABOUT SEVERAL MANUSCRIPTS PRESERVED IN THE FORMER COLLECTION
OF THE HISTORICAL-ETHNOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF THE NATIONAL CENTRE OF
MANUSCRIPTS (H FUND)

At the beginning of the 20th century, in 1907, a Historical-Ethnographic Society was established
in Georgia, the purpose of which was to search, collect and study manuscripts, along with
historical, archaeological, anthropological, literary and ethnographic samples.
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The former collection of the Historical-Ethnographic Society of the National Centre of
Manuscripts (H Fund) contains several manuscripts: H 293, H 414, H 916, H 2156, H 2217, which
represent collections copied in different eras, mainly containing medical, veterinary, and natural
science material.

It is worth noting that the manuscript H 293 is a culinary work, the field attribution of which was
expanded during the research process. The culinary recipes turned out to be interesting from the
point of view of chemical-practical knowledge, since they provide the technology for making/
preparing alcoholic sweet drinks — liqueurs and ratafia. Also, during the research process, the
primary source of the mentioned manuscript —H 293 —was identified, namely, the culinary book
“Book of the Best Recipes for Making Sweets, Sugars, and Beverages” that was published in St.
Petersburg in 1818 by Bagrat Batonishvili (1776-1841), the son of the last king of Kartli-Kakheti,
Giorgi XII.

Thematic collections H 916, H 2156, H 2217 include information about infectious diseases
(smallpox), the methodology of treating the sick in ancient Georgia, and veterinary knowledge.

In addition, if the collections H 293, H 916, H 2156, H 2217 are thematic, the collection H 414
is mixed and, along with veterinary knowledge, includes folk treatment methods, as well as
readings from the euchologion.

Keywords: Georgian Historical-Ethnographic Society, NCM (National Centre of Manuscripts)
H Fund, manuscript, a culinary work, liqueur, ratafia, Bagrat Batonishvili, thematic collections,
History of chemistry, History of veterinary”
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THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

In recent years (2019-2024), there has been increasing scholarly attention on the interaction
between Avrtificial Intelligence (Al) and democratic governance. Studies particularly focus on
disinformation, social and political bots, political targeting, deepfakes, management of electoral
processes, support for democracy, and related political threats. Early Al systems emerged in
the mid-twentieth century, addressing narrow tasks, whereas contemporary Al relies primarily
on deep learning models capable of generating generalized models across diverse domains,
including medicine, science, media, and politics. Notably, in the early 2020s, many states enacted
legislative frameworks to regulate Al deployment (e.g., EU Al Act, U.S. Executive Order on Al,
Brazil’s Electoral Court Regulations). Nevertheless, Al use in political processes carries certain
risks, such as disinformation, political bots, deepfakes, and micro-targeting. At the same time,
Al also enhances democratic processes by promoting accountability, transparency, inclusion,
openness, women’s political leadership, and citizen awareness regarding electoral programs.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Politics, Democracy, Governance, Elections
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THE THEME OF THE “LITTLE MAN” IN GEORGIAN AND GERMAN
LITERATURE OF THE 19TH CENTURY (AKAKI TSERETELI, VAZHA-
PSHAVELA, THOMAS MANN)

The Theme of the “Little Man” in Georgian and German Literature of the 19th Century (Akaki
Tsereteli, Vazha-Pshavela, Thomas Mann) Abstract The subject of the study is the theme of the
“little man” in Georgian and German literature of the 19th century (based on the stories of Akaki
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Tsereteli, Vazha-Pshavela and Thomas Mann). It is generally accepted that the image of the
“little man” created in Russian literature influenced Georgian prose and is also used in the works
of Georgian writers. This theme arises in connection with the development of realism, where
characters with low social status, often officials, become the object of attention of writers. It
should be noted that German literature has also long shown interest in the “little man”. The
scientific novelty of this work is that for the first time in the context of the image of the “little
man” a comparative analysis of three stories by famous writers is given: “Confession of an Old
Official” by Akaki Tsereteli (1875), “The Death of Bagrat Zakharych” by Vazha-Pshavela (1889)
and “Little Mr. Friedemann” by Thomas Mann (1897). The novelty of the work also consists
in the fact that the said topic is for the first time considered in the context of the title of the
named works by means of the structural-semantic method. The basis of our study is the theory
of the verbal series of V. Vinogradov. Our goal is to consider the title of each of the named
works in the context of the theme of the “little man”. As a result of the analysis, we come to
the conclusion that both Akaki Tsereteli and Vazha-Pshavela depict images of “little people”.
However, both writers introduce their own nuances into the interpretation of this image. Akaki
Tsereteli, for example, brings historical and national issues to the forefront. Vazha-Pshavela
in his story “The Death of Zakhar Zakharych” through the theme of the “little man” poses a
global existential problem of the era. A peculiar rethinking of the theme of the “little man” is
found in Thomas Mann’s story “Little Mr. Friedemann”. With the help of psychological analysis,
the writer deepens and expands the concept of the “little man”, taking it beyond social and
economic inequality. His “little man” tries to find a deeper meaning in his life and find happiness
—specifically in love, but fails. Ultimately, the theme of the “little man” in Georgian and German
literature reflects the unique social and historical context of each culture.
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IN WHAT LANGUAGE WAS THE ORIGINAL “TREATY OF
GEORGIEVSK” WRITTEN DURING THE REIGN OF EREKLE Il

The so-called Treaty of Georgievsk (1783) frequently attracts the interest of both scholars
and enthusiasts, yet research has primarily focused on its political aspects. Equally important,
however, is the linguistic dimension of the Treaty — that is, in which language the original
document was written. During the Soviet period, discussion on this matter was largely excluded.
The only hint that the original text was written in Russian is found in the second volume of
Monuments of Georgian Law published by I. Dolidze, where the editor remarks: “According
to our observation, the text must have been translated from Russian” (Thilisi, 1965, p. 638).
Detailed analysis and comparison of the Georgian text with the Russian ariginal further supports
this view. For instance, in the preamble it is stated: “The protection granted by the autocrats of
all Russia towards the Georgians, their relatives, and their subjects, removes that engagement
from the latter towards the former, which had previously been shown from the imperial title of
Russia.” Also in the preamble: “Grigory Alexandrovich Potemkin, General-in-Chief of his cavalry,
commander of the light cavalry, both trained and untrained” («noBeneBaoliero nerkoi KOHHULEID,
perynapHou 1 Heperynaphoil»). A similar situation is observed in the articles themselves. For
example, in Article Eight it reads: “With utmost mercy, he is granted the permanent title of
‘Chlen’ of the Holy Synod” (BcemunocTugeiiuie wanya emy HaBceria TATYN CBATALIETO CUHOAA YNeHa).
These and numerous other passages attest that the original text was composed in Russian and
only later translated into Georgian.

Keywords: Treaty of Georgievsk, Georgian language, Russian language
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THEDEATH OF A KING IN GEORGIA — A SIGNIFICANT EVENT WITH
INSIGNIFICANT RECORDS

The death of a head of state—especially in earlier times and in a monarchical country—was
a momentous event. It marked the end of one era and the beginning of anather, inevitably
accompanied by internal and external challenges. Yet, in striking disproportion to this
significance, Georgian chroniclers provide exceedingly meager accounts regarding the causes
and circumstances of royal deaths. In most cases, no cause is given; logically, however, advanced
age or illness (“sickness”) should be assumed as the primary explanations. The scarcity of
information may in part be explained by this very “banality.” Occasionally, other causes are
mentioned in the sources, including death from wounds sustained in battle. Almost no examples
exist of kings actually perishing on the battlefield—a detail of considerable importance for
understanding the monarch’s role as commander-in-chief. Of course, we also possess well-
known examples of rulers who died by assassination, in captivity, or in exile.

These sparse references—together with the rich experience of world history, the universal
patterns of power struggles, occasionally contradictory data from foreign sources, and, at
times, the silence of Georgian chroniclers—provide fertile ground for developing alternative
versions concerning the sudden deaths of several Georgian monarchs. Taking into account both
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intra-dynastic/feudal rivalries and external factors, it seems plausible to argue that a number
of Georgian kings (David Kuropalates, George |, David V, Lasha-George, Demetre Il, Vakhtang
I1) fell victim to conspiracies. Even when such events appear to have been orchestrated from
outside, it is evident that local actors must also have been involved in the process.

Naturally, conspiracies must have always existed, and the exploration of similar scenarios
can be extended to other kings, queens, princes, and members of the royal dynasty. True, in
antiquity—when medicine was poorly developed—sudden illness or death was common, and
no one was immune to tragic accidents. Yet, it is equally clear that the unexpected death of
a monarch (especially at a young age) could always arouse suspicion. It is noteworthy that
Georgian sources almost never raise such questions. They remain silent even in cases where
foreign sources provide explicit references. Nor do they record alternative explanations only
to refute them. Evidently, such episodes—like other undesirable information—were deliberately
avoided under the strict censorship of the royal court. Mentioning alternative versions was
prohibited, which in turn suggests the involvement of members of the royal family themselves
in these processes. As a result, the “narrative of the victorious side” became entrenched, while
the truth of the victims of conspiracies faded from memory.

Keywords: History of Georgia, Georgian kings.
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“POST-CONVENTIONAL MORALITY IN SELECTED EPIC WORKS OF
VAZHA-PSHAVELA”

Lawrence Kohlberg distinguishes three stages of moral development: pre-conventional,
conventional, and post-conventional. Individuals progress through each stage sequentially,
though at different paces. The post-conventional stage represents the highest level of moral
development, where a person forms independent and often unconventional beliefs, values, and
principles. At this stage, individuals recognize the necessity of rules but view them as a flexible
system balancing social order.

In this context, post-conventional morality is vividly reflected in the works of Vazha-Pshavela.
The author consistently focuses on the ethical and moral dimension of human nature, portraying
characters whose moral qualities elevate them to ethical ideals. Post-conventional morality is
evident in poems such as Aluda Ketelauri, Guest and Host, Gogoturi and Afshina, Snake-Eater,
and others.

For example, in Guest and Host, two conflicting customs—hospitality and blood revenge—clash,
and the hero Jojola chooses to rise above enmity and humility, opting for forgiveness. In Snake-
Eater, the spiritual isolation of the protagonist among peers is depicted. Gogoturi and Afshina
illustrates the transformation of the main character, Gogoturi, who, despite his wife’s greed,
adheres to his moral principles and guides Afshina towards the right path, prompting repentance
and moral awakening.

Through these narratives, Kohlberg’s three stages of moral development are clearly illustrated,
showing the ethical growth and transformation of the characters.

Keywords: post-conventional morality, Vazha-Pshavela,Kohlberg, stages of moral development
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“LITERARY FAIRY TALE OF ALEKSANDRE KAZBEGI”

In the history of Georgian literature, Aleksandre Kazbegi stands out as a distinctive figure. He
is a writer who embraced the aesthetic credo of the Georgian Sixtiers, and his creative works
prominently reflect Russia’s oppressive policy in Georgia and the Caucasus. The heroes of his
prose selflessly fight for freedom and independence, face moral dilemmas, endure lives filled
with tragedy, and maintain the pathos of victory.

Kazbegi’s fictional world, despite its tragic nature, remains valuable and compelling for
contemporary readers. The study of his literary legacy reveals many previously unknown and
significant layers. A clear example of this is the collection Known and Unknown Kazbegi (Shota
Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature, 2019), which includes two fairy tales: King’s Steed
and The Thirty-Ninth Stick.

The literary fairy tale as a genre emerged in Georgian literature in the second half of the 19th
century and gained popularity toward the end of the century and the beginning of the 20th
century. The genre effectively incorporates motifs, plots, characters, clichés, and established
formulas from folk tales, highlighting its transformative potential. Kazbegi’s fairy tales, rooted
in magic and wonder, reflect socio-political and aesthetic tendencies of the era, and are
comparable to the works of Akaki Tsereteli and Vazha-Pshavela.

Kazbegi’s literary fairy tales include folk-tale symbols and motifs (e.g., the steed, magic apple,
stepmother motif), clichés, structural markers (e.g., the prince rescuing the future queen from
captivity), and various poetic devices unique to his style. They reveal familiar layers and nuances
from his prose, and the allegorical nature of episodes resonates with cultural and epochal
contexts. Kazbegi’s fairy tales are characterized by organic narrative style, clear and transparent
expression, belief in the triumph of truth and the defeat of evil, resilience against violence, and
thought-provoking messages for the reader.

Keywords: literary fairy tale, fairy tale clichés, structural element, epochal context, struggle
against violence
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“SOCIALIST REALISM IN THE WORK OF ARCHITECT GIORGI
CHAKHAVA”

This paper focuses on the early architectural and creative activity of the distinguished Georgian
architect Giorgi (Gogi) Chakhava. His career began in the post-World War Il period, when
architecture still relied on pre-war methods, strictly limiting the diversity of post-constructivist
approaches.

The destruction caused by the war created new needs in the Soviet republics, gradually giving
prominence to socialist realism in architecture. Due to its propagandistic function, Soviet
architecture was expected to be simple in form, clear in content, mass-culture oriented, and
simultaneously monumental and inspiring.

The study examines Chakhava’s work from 1945 to 1960, encompassing significant projects in
Georgia and other Soviet cities. It employs source-based and monographic methods, analyzing
archival materials (documents, plans, photographs), press from 1920-1950, and relevant
scholarly literature.

Conclusion: The characteristics of Soviet architecture were shaped by political directives and a
uniform architectural style across the USSR, with differences reflected only in national features.
Research on Giorgi Chakhava’s work provides insight into both the development trajectory of
Georgian Soviet architecture and its place within the broader Soviet context. Although the
artistic aspects of socialist architecture may be debatable, its role in shaping urban structures
was highly significant.

Keywords: political context of architecture, socialist realism, architectural style, Soviet
architecture, urban structure
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PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN FIRMANS AND CARDS CONCERNING
GEORGIA FROM THE 16TH CENTURY PRESERVED IN THE NATIONAL
ARCHIVES OF TURKEY

For historians, primary written sources are of great importance. Based on such sources, it is
possible to not only reconstruct historical events but also to systematically study the functioning
of state structures, the type of administrative governance, and economic characteristics. For
researchers of Georgian history, Ottoman sources represent invaluable material. After a
research trip to Istanbul, several hundred 16th-century documents (mainly firmans and hukms)
were brought back, some of which have been transcribed and translated. In the material at our
disposal, even though Georgia was mentioned only indirectly in some cases, we gained valuable
information about the Ottoman land tenure system (land grants, incentives, confiscations) and
the structure and functioning of the imperial administration. Additionally, an essential aspect
of working with the source material involves identifying Georgian geographical names that
are distorted or misspelled in the documents. As it’s known, expressing Georgian phonetic
patterns using the Arabic script is particularly difficult. Maost of the original names have been
lost. Therefore, based on information found in Georgian sources and academic publications,
we attempted to reconstruct the original Georgian toponyms as they appeared in the Ottoman
documents. Here, too, we encountered significant challenges in reading Georgian names and
subsequently determining the identities of these persons. The sources we studied are firmans —
imperial decrees—which, due to their specific nature, pertain to various orders related to specific
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events. From this perspective, it was particularly interesting to identify the basis or justification
for each decree, which allowed us to assess the corresponding historical event within its proper
context. The aim of this article is to determine the historical context of the presented firmans
and berats, to compare the toponyms mentioned in the sources with Georgian geographical
names, and to identify the individuals referred to in the documents. The research is based on
qualitative methods, primarily the source-critical (source analysis) approach. Specifically, the
selected documents we retrieved were evaluated and interpreted within the framework of
historical events and correlated with Georgian sources. Using this method, we attempted to
compare the toponyms mentioned in the Ottoman sources with Georgian geographical names
and to identify them accordingly.

Keywords: firman, berat, Toponym, Identification of persons.
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STRATEGIC DIVERSIFICATION OF THE FOREIGN POLICY OF A SMALL
STATE — ARMENIA’S MULTI-VECTOR TENDENCIES

The 2018 Armenian revolution caused significant changes in Russia-Armenia relations. Armenia
shifted from a strong dependency, established after the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
1991-1994 Armenia-Azerbaijan war, toward a more diversified and relatively autonomous
foreign policy. This paper analyses Russia-Armenia relations from 2018 to 2025 to identify the
factors that enable small states like Armenia to transition from absolute dependence on a major
power to pursuing relatively autonomous policies.

The peaceful revolution that brought a more pro-Western leader to power, compared to
previous governments, was seen by Russia as a sharply negative development. Russia’s limited
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intervention during the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war significantly undermined Armenia’s trust
in Russian security guarantees. Armenia’s decision to suspend participation in the Russian-led
Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) confirms that Russia has become an unreliable
security partner. Armenia’s engagement in bilateral peace negotiations with Azerbaijan,
bypassing Russia, further highlights the revision of security policy priorities. Public opinion in
Armenia regarding Russia has also become markedly negative.

Economic dependency is another crucial dimension. Armenia sought to balance its involvement
in the Eurasian Economic Union by expanding trade relations with the European Union. The
Armenian Parliament’s adoption of legislation to initiate EU membership represents a pivotal
moment in this economic reorientation.

The study concludes that Armenia has taken successful steps toward a multi-vector foreign
policy. Several key factors were identified:

a) Exhaustion of the main leverage point: Russia initially manipulated the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue but eventually lost influence;

b) Shift of major powers’ attention to another region, reducing focus on Armenia;

¢) Increased interest and involvement of other international actors — Armenia deepened
ties with the EU, China, and India;

d) Internal factors: Pro-Russian forces lost popularity domestically, reducing Russia’s
influence.

This paper is particularly important for the South Caucasus region and Georgia, as it illustrates
how small states can enhance foreign policy autonomy despite threats from a major power.

Keywords: Armenian Revolution (2018), Russia-Armenia Relations, Foreign Policy Autonomy,
Multi-vector Policy, South Caucasus
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RUSSIA’S EASTERN POLICY AND GEORGIA

The history of Russia-Caucasus relations represents a long and complex process encompassing
political, economic, and cultural ties. The relevance of this topic is particularly pronounced in
light of recent intensifications in Russia-Georgia relations, specifically the events of August
2008 and the contemporary conflict zones in the Caucasus.

This paper is dedicated to examining certain aspects of the “Georgian question” in Russian
foreign policy as an integral element of its eastern policy during the 18th and 19th centuries.
The methodological foundation of the study is rooted in the fundamental principles of scholarly
research: objectivity, historicism, and systematic analysis. These principles guided the combined
use of general scientific and specialized historical methods in addressing the research problem.

The article analyzes the principal ideas and perspectives of key Russian thinkers, writers,
publicists, and political figures concerning this issue, including R. Fadeev, N.I. Danilevsky,
F.M. Dostoevsky, G. Fedotov, M.N. Pokrovsky, among others. Nearly all of these intellectuals
emphasized the “Georgian factor,” seeking to understand the origins and development of
Russia-Caucasus relations.

In the 1760s, one of the most significant objectives of Russian foreign policy was the recovery
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of the Black Sea coast and securing access for its commercial fleet to the Mediterranean Sea.
The Ottoman Empire persistently opposed Russia, obstructing the implementation of these
plans both in Crimea and in the Caucasus. Consequently, Georgia became the primary object of
Russian strategic interest in the South Caucasus.

On 12 September 1801, Emperor Alexander | signed a manifesto incorporating Georgia into the
Russian Empire. The manifesto abolished the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, deprived the Bagrationi
dynasty of royal authority, and transformed Georgia into a guberniya within the empire. This
resolution faced resistance from the descendants of Erekle Il and other opposition-minded
nobles; nevertheless, Georgia ultimately became an integral part of the Russian Empire.

Through this active foreign policy, Russia established a firm foothold in the Caucasus and began
addressing the “Eastern Question” in the southern direction.

Keywords: Russia-Caucasus Relations, Georgia, Eastern Policy
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LIFE IN MEDIEVAL GEORGIAN SOCIETY (MEDICINE IN MEDIEVAL
GEORGIA)

The royal authorities primarily prioritized the health of the population. The royal court generously
provided charity to the sick and established, equipped, and maintained xenons and hospitals. In
medieval Georgia, both civil-professional medicine and ecclesiastical-monastic medicine were
practiced. The educated segment of the population was mainly composed of clergy, who also
supervised medical care, while the treatment and care of patients were conducted in specialized
institutions associated with churches and monasteries.

In medieval Georgia, medical practice was closely linked to surgery, which was highly developed.
This is evidenced by the successful performance of complex operations, such as trepanation and
the removal of fluid from the eye during glaucoma, which even today are considered difficult
procedures. Religion, faith, and prayer before miraculous icons played a significant role in
treatment. The importance of prayer is highlighted in the “Book of the Healer” (7s’igni Saakimo).

Ahealthy lifestyle and proper nutrition were regarded as prerequisites for good health. Personal
hygiene was also considered essential for maintaining well-being. Physicians in Georgia were
exempt from state duties and were particularly careful to protect their professional prestige.

Keywords: medicine, doctor, xenon, disease, surgery, health, healthy lifestyle, Ts’igni Saakimo.
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TRAVEL WRITINGS FROM GEORGIA’S LOST TERRITORIES AND THEIR
WORLDVIEW DISCOURSE (19TH CENTURY)

Travel Essays from the Lost Territories of Georgia and Their Worldview Discourse (19th c.)
From the beginning of the 19th century a new trend appeared in Georgian travel literature —
to pay special attention to reflection and study of Georgian reality. Later on, such an interest
was greatly facilitated by the Georgian press — a number of travel essays were published in
Tsiskari, Droeba, Mnatobi and other magazines and newspapers, which were directed not only
to describe the history and geography, nature, historical monuments, customs and traditions
of the people of various regions of Georgia, but also to spread and deepen the national values
among the readers. Against this background, special importance was given to the description of
the situation on the territories remaining outside the borders of Georgia. In the article we will
touch upon the travel essays from the lost territories of Georgia. These are: the most extensive
part of Ivane Kereselidze’s Travel Books (published in magazine Tsiskari in 1857-1870) —
Samtskhe-Saatabago (Tsiskari, 1870, Ne3-5), containing information on Meskheti, separated
from Georgia and converted to Islam at that time, and Dimitri Janashvili’s (pseudonym Ingilo
Janashvili) Traveler’s Historical Note on Saingilo (magazine Mnatobi, 1872, Ned-5), in which the
author conveys the problems of one more lost region of Georgia — Saingilo. Both these works are
noteworthy because the writer-travelers are not satisfied only with descriptive narrative. The
authors attach great importance to making a certain impact on the readers — the local population
— to enable them, even under their most difficult living conditions, to assess objectively the
histarical reality and retain as far as possible their national self-awareness and

Keywords: Travel Essays, Meskheti, Saingilo.
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ETYMOLOGY OF SEVERAL TOPONYMS FROM ORAL SOURCES

This paper discusses the genesis of several toponyms preserved in Upper Adjara, whose roots
are connected to historical reality. Of particular interest are the archival notes preserved in
Niko Berdzenishvili’s collections, which once again demonstrate their historical authenticity.
Therefore, the topic is relevant, and the materials preserved in oral tradition are of considerable
value.

Keywords: Adjara; Toponyms; Oral Traditions; Genesis
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THE MAIN RELIGIOUS MOTIFS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE
THEODORA OF ALEXANDRIA

This work was supported by the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia [FR-
24-7685, “Corpus of Georgian Translated Hagiography, I”]. It concerns the life of the 5th-century
ecclesiastical figure, Venerable Theodora of Alexandria. The Greek tradition preserves two
recensions: the earliest, pre-metaphrastic (author unknown), and the metaphrastic version
revised by Symeon Metaphrastes. In Georgian literature, the work exists in three recensions:

1. Pre-metaphrastic — preserved in five manuscripts, translator unknown;

2. Gelati — one manuscript, held at the Kutaisi State Historical and Ethnographic
Museum, translator unknown;

3. Athonite —translated by the monk-priest Theophilos, autograph preserved on Mount
Athos. Photographic copies are kept at the Korneli Kekelidze National Centre of
Manuscripts.

The paper highlights the main religious motifs:
® Temptation and the tempter
® The fall into sin—sin and the sinner
® (onscience and repentance
® Asceticism — spiritual striving: prayer, fasting, humility
® Slander—trial and obedience
® Miracles —evidence of divine election to sainthood
® The saint’s death —the crowning act of spiritual striving

Keywords: Venerable Theodora of Alexandria; Pre-metaphrastic and Metaphrastic recensions;
Translated hagiography; Religious motifs in hagiography; Asceticism
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ON A RETROSPECTIVE OR CONTEMPORARY UNDERSTANDING OF GEORGIAN
CIVILIZATIONAL IDENTITY

Although the initial outlines of the Georgian cultural and civilizational identity were formed
under the influence of the East, it did not become its organic part. This should be explained
not by the alternative political culture of the Georgian world, but by the archaic nature, the
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weak development of statehood and location on the periphery. Approximately the same was
happened with the Classical world. Local cultural values did not change fundamentally for this
time too. As everywhere, the Classical civilization initially exerted its influence mainly on the
elite, created urban centers through coastal colonies and fortifications, established close trade
and political ties with the local population. The second stage of acculturation was characterized
by the shift these to the hinterland. Unlike other regions of the Mediterranean and the Black
Sea, antiquity stopped at this phase in Georgia. It is no coincidence that each colony, trading
post or a fort, “fell ill” along with the crises that arose in the metropolis. The same happened in
the early Byzantine period, when enhanced local states moved almost all the church and military
centers located along the coast to the interior of the country. However, one cannot fail to see the
enormous cultural and historical significance of ties with the antique world; Having fallen under
the influence of a single empire, Iberia and Colchis made a huge civilizational breakthrough,
contributed to the Christianization of our country. This was a decisive period for Georgia. It is
no coincidence that in the early Middle Ages, Lazika and Kartli made a civilizational choice
between Byzantium and the East. The activity of the East should not be explained exclusively
by the geostrategic situation of that time or the aggressiveness “’characteristic”” of that
world. Naturally, the eastern rulers of that time and subsequent eras sought to return to the
former periphery, especially since it was not perceived as an organic part of the opposing
side. We should also not lose sight of the fact that Byzantium itself was not “’pure West””.
The Eastern element was one of its organic parts, along with Christianity and the heritage of
antiquity. Therefore, the partial Islamization of the country is not a coincidence, but the result
of an objective historical process. The appearance of Russia in the Caucasus turned out to be
tantamount to the revival of the old, Byzantine idea. If we look at the events objectively, we
will understand that the people, having lost the sense of historical time, could not refuse to
get rid of centuries-old enemies associated with the “’Third Rome””. However, unlike Rome
itself and especially Byzantium, relations with Moscow, despite the unification of the national
organism, did not lead to the rise of the Georgian state. The main reasons for this are the smaller
community of cultural and historical values with Russia, the specificity of the Russian state itself
and, most importantly, the ineffectiveness of the “"original”” Georgian national idea. However,
two centuries of coexistence with Russia still proved fruitful. We should not forget that the
almost completely forgotten Western wave invaded Georgia through Russia. The symbol of this,
one might say, second civilizational choice, undoubtedly became Ilia Chavchavadze. His murder
points to the dualism of this idea, which, along with its progressive nature, also has a destructive
beginning. The modern stage is determined by this dualism. The path of the Mesame Dasi (third
political way group), or the current ruling classes, essentially repeats the disorganization and
out-of-contextuality of the elites of antiquity, when the idea is imitated rather than creatively
reworked. The only difference is that this has already taken on a nationwide character.

Keywords: East, ancient world, Christianity, Byzantium, Islam, Russian Empire, modemn
civilizational choice.
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KIPCHAK WARRIOR OF THE REIGN OF DAVID THE BUILDER

King David IV the Builder’s strategic alliance with the Kipchak nomads represents a pivotal
turning point in Georgian military and political history. The integration of Kipchak forces into the
Georgian army was a calculated response to the persistent threat posed by the Seljuk Turks. For
centuries, the Pontic-Caspian steppes were inhabited by various nomadic tribes, constantly on
the move, waging war among themselves, or raiding neighboring states. The Caucasus mountain
passes served as a natural barrier against nomadic incursions, yet continuous control over the
western routes into Georgia and the Darial and Derbent passes remained essential. This control
was often exercised not only by local rulers but also by the sovereigns of major empires such as
Byzantium, the Sasanian Empire, or the Abbasid Caliphate.

Georgian kings frequently had to navigate complex relations with nomadic peoples, including
Alans, Huns, Khazars, and Kipchaks. At times they repelled invasions from these groups;
at others, they relied on them as allies or mercenary forces. During the 11th-12th centuries,
Kipchak and Pecheneg hordes dominated the Pontic-Caspian steppes, launching raids against
the Kievan Rus’ principalities and the Byzantine Empire. With the consolidation of Kiev, the
Kipchaks increasingly suffered defeats and were forced to migrate southeast. David IV skillfully
exploited this geopolitical situation by offering them settlement across the Caucasus and
incorporating them into the Georgian army.

Theinclusionof the Kipchaks provided the Georgianmilitary with significant strategic advantages:
rapid mobility, proficiency in mounted archery using composite bows, a combination of light
and heavily armed cavalry, high maneuverability, and the capability for surprise raids deep into
enemy territory. The Atraka horde played a crucial role in David the Builder’s campaigns against
the Seljuk Turks, serving not only as a force multiplier but also as a loyal foreign guard. This
paper examines the military organization, armament, and combat tactics of the Kipchaks during
David IV’s reign and evaluates the tactical benefits they conferred upon the Georgian army.

Keywords: David the Builder, Kipchaks, Seljuks, Nomads
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CAUCASUS AND THE KARTVELIAN ETHNOSES, AS "THE OTHER”, IN
THE REPRESENTATIONS OF GREEK AND ROMAN AUTHORS OF THE
ROMAN PERIOD

During the period of Roman domination (1st century B.C. — 5th century A.D.), especially after
defeating the Seleucid Empire, Rome demonstrated particular interest towards the Caucasian
region. From the time of the Mithridatic wars onward, the Caucasian ethnoses, the Kartvelian
people included, played a significant role in key arenas of political action.

Our paper studies the issues that were of particular interest the ancient authors (Memnon,
Cassius Dio, Plutarch, Strabo, Cicero, Florus, and Tacitus) concerning Caucasus and the Caucasian
peoples, as “the Other” through the lens of a Western audience. The research reveals the two
main areas of interest/focus: a) geopolitical role of these tribes, especially during Rome’s three
sharp confrontations with the East: the Mithridatic Wars; Roman-Parthian conflict (35 A.D.), and
the complex relations of Iberia and Rome in the 2nd century A.D. during the reign of Parasmanes
II; b) cultural identity of these peoples.

The analysis of the cultural identity issues shows that the aforementioned authors thoroughly
discussed the themes already considered by earlier writers regarding the Caucasian ethnoses.
Their interest focused on: a) the discourse of so-called mythological memory — particularly
the links of this region with the myths of Argonauts and Prometheus; b) the problem of their
genesis and kinship with some Western tribes; c) the question of their settlements in Europe;
d) similarities between certain artifacts of material culture with Western production. Our study

dMbLbdbdod0d 0)3d0LId0 / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS



mailto:Ketevan.nadareishvili@tsu.ge

GEORGIA AND THE CAUCASUS — PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

highlights why the Caucasian peoples’ identity, famous for their ethnic variety and different
levels of social development, was of such significance to the Roman world. For Roman authors
the Caucasus region and its inhabitants were noteworthy for assessing the degree of cultural
closeness/remoteness between the Caucasian tribes and Western civilization.

The conclusions of the paper will offer valuable insights for the research of “the Other” through
an imagological approach, as well the studies of the role of the Caucasus, as the unified
geopolitical part of the ancient world, within the broader context of Europe-Asia opposition.

Keywords: Caucasus; Kartvelian ethnoses; identity; ancient authors of the Roman Era.
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THE ISSUE OF PERIODISATION OF MODERN BASQUE POETRY (XX-XXI
CENTURIES)

“We write in a strange language” [...] [Basque] is the language of a tiny nation, so small that
you would have difficulty finding it on a map; it has never passed through the gardens of the
royal palace or the marble statues of government buildings; [...] its sleep has been long, and its
bibliography was laconic (although, in the 20th century, the hedgehog woke up).”

Bernardo Atxaga notes that the first third of the 20th century, up to 1936, in Basque literature, is
linked to the second half of the 19th century, known as the First Basque Renaissance, which is
considered the starting point of modernity. The transition from formalism to nationalism began
in the political and cultural spheres, while a lively interest in the past and the collective fate of
the Basque people persisted.

According to 21st-century Basque writer, poet, and researcher Benat Sarasola, some critics
consider the works of Jean Mirande and Gabriel Aresti as the starting point of modern Basque
poetry, while others cite Bernardo Atxaga’s poetry collection Etiopia. Aresti’s authority and
presence as an intellectual had a profound influence even on those who sought to escape the
impact of his poetry.

Basque literary scholar Lourdes Otaegi points out that critics still distinguish three fundamental
periods in the genealogy of modern Basque poetry: the first corresponds to the First Basque
Renaissance, with Xabier Lizardi as the central figure; the second focuses on Mirande and
Aresti, who contributed to the postwar literary renewal; and the third is associated with the
literary association Pott Banda and its prominent representative, Bernardo Atxaga.

One of the challenges in studying modern Basque poetry lies in systematizing the transitional
period accompanying the revision of the avant-garde and the emergence of a whole generation
of young poets. Xabier Mendiguren calls them the ‘63 Generation’; some refer to themselves as
the “lost generation,” though these labels are largely artificial and constructed.

Keywords: Basque Country, Modern Basque Poetry, Periodisation
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THE CONCEPTS OF FREEDOM IN MERAB KOSTAVA'S POETRY

Throughout Georgia’s centuries-old history, there have been only a few individuals whom the
nation has honored as “moral heroes” during their lifetimes, rendering them due respect even
before their passing. One such exceptional figure is Merab Kostava—the dissident, musicologist,
publicist, and leader of Georgia’s national-liberation movement in the late 1980s. The era and
character of his activity became a transformative turning point in the formation of independent
Georgia. It is noteworthy that Merab Kostava was also a distinguished poet and thinker.
Nevertheless, his literary legacy has not yet been studied in sufficient depth.

The defining theme of Merab Kostava’s poetry is freedom. In analyzing this theme, several
aspects emerge: freedom as a path toward personal development and the discovery of the
divine principle within the human being. In this respect, the biblical, literary, and historical
paradigms present in his work are especially significant—such as the mystery of the Crucifixion,
Saint George as the knight who conquers evil, Saint David Garejeli as a symbol of willpower and
the “armor of faith,” and the legend of the Holy Grail. For the author, true freedom signifies the
pursuit and knowledge of ultimate truth.

Kostava’s literary heritage also reveals motifs of moral obligation and universal humanistic
ideals. In this context, the themes of Avtandil—the hero of The Knight in the Panther’s Skin—
as Kostava’s own poetic prototype, and of Galaktion Tabidze’s poetic ideal, are particularly
meaningful. To possess oneself does not imply arbitrariness; rather, it means an awareness of
personal responsibility and an uncompromising struggle for truth.

Finally, the poet considers freedom from a patriotic perspective as well, presenting it as the
principal foundation of national independence and the selfhood of the Georgian people. In this
regard, the symbolic poetic figures of King David the Builder, llia Chavchavadze, and Kostava’s
childhood friend and comrade-in-arms, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, emerge vividly in his work. Merab
Kostava elevates the concept of national freedom to a universal, humanistic dimension, thereby
articulating the ideal of the individual as a citizen of the world.

Keywords: Freedom, Personal development, Divine origin, National independence.
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ON THE FUNCTION OF PROSELYTISM IN THE HAGIOGRAPHICAL
PARADIGM

In some medieval Georgian hagiographical texts, certain characters are depicted as proselytes.
Among them, some are ethnically Georgian (such as the Colaean youths), while others are
foreigners. For example, Rajden, the first martyr, is Persian; Eustathius of Mtskheta is Persian;
Abo of Thilisi is Arab.

When composing hagiographical narratives about proselytes, the authors’ motivations are
twofold. On one hand, the description of the martyrs’ lives is significant from a Christian
perspective, often intertwined with considerations of national identity. On the other hand,
the depiction of foreign proselytes’ religious devotion carries importance from a national and
cultural standpoint.

Notably, foreign proselytes in Georgian hagiography, who are martyrs, often belong to the same
ethnic groups that persecute the protagonist. This form of proselytism — that of a foreigner from
another ethnicity and their martyrdom — is extremely rare in Christian tradition and reflects the
particularities of the Georgian political and cultural context.

Keywords: Proselytism, Hagiographical Literature, Late Antique and Early Medieval Literature,
Georgian Literature.
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DEPICTIONS OF BOARS IN EARLY GEORGIAN ART MONUMENTS

In Georgian archaeological materials, depictions of animals (such as the bison, goat, horse, ox,
ram, dog, aurochs/pig, birds, and others) occur frequently. Among these, representations of the
aurochs are relatively rare but are highly significant and interesting. This motivated us to focus
on aurochs depictions and the cult associated with this animal in various historical periods of
Georgia.

A review of archaeological and ethnological materials suggests that the aurochs cult existed
in Georgia throughout all stages of its development, becoming particularly prominent in the
Late Bronze Age. The cult of the aurochs gained further prominence during the classical period,
coinciding with intensified relations between Georgia and Achaemenid Iran. The cult also
remained relevant in the early centuries CE, when one branch of Zoroastrianism—Mithraism—
took strong root in Georgia. Archaeological evidence indicates that after the Late Bronze Age,
the close political, economic, and cultural-religious interactions between Iberia, Colchis, and
the Achaemenid world likely facilitated the strengthening of the aurochs cult.

During the Christian period, depictions of the aurochs (or pig) almost entirely disappear, with
rare exceptions such as the Cheremi Bowl, where a Sasanian aurochs and a post-Christian cross
coexist.

Keywords: Aurochs, Pre-Christian and Early Christian Georgian Culture, Cult of Mithras.
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THE ALLOTTED LAND OF KARTLOS AS AREFLECTION OF THE
BORDERS OF KARTLIIN THE 560S-580S

The paper discusses the borders of Kartli as they are presented in the introductory narrative
of The Life of the Kings of the Georgians from Their Forefathers and Kinsmen. It demonstrates
that what is depicted in this narrative as the territories of Kartlos (Kartli) and his five sons—
particularly the joint dominion of Mtskhetos and his three sons—represents the political realities
of the period following the death of Vakhtang Gorgasali (531), more specifically, the situation
after the peace treaty of 562. At that time, Guaram Patrikios (later known as Curopalates),
installed in Mtskheta as the supreme ruler by Byzantium, governed the country.

Under the jurisdiction of Mtskheta—and therefore administered from it (Mtskhetos’s “sons”
being symbolic rather than actual offspring)—fell:

1. the central section of Zena Sopeli as the lord’s own domain, and
2. Guaram’s hereditary estates: Javakheti and Odzrkhe.

The latter, at that time, also encompassed Klarjeti, since the chronicler describes Odzrkhe as
consisting of two towns: Odzrkhe proper and Tukharsi, with Tukharsi being identified as Klarjeti.

A shorter narrative is also examined, recounting the marriage of the daughters of Mir/Mirdat,
son of Vakhtang Gorgasali (erroneously inserted into the chronology, which led to his portrayal
as the son of Stephan Il). This episode illustrates the political fragmentation of the Kingdom of
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Kartliinto principalities in the late 580s and early 590s. After the death of Gurgen I, ruler of Thilisi
(whom we assume belonged to the Ferozid family and was a grandson—or rather nephew—of
Gurgen |, who had entered the Byzantine court of Justin in 523), Persia, for a brief period of one
year, appointed in Thilisi a representative of the Revian family: Juwanser Juwanserian, son of
Juansher, Vakhtang Gorgasali’s spaspetiand the first compiler of The Life of the Georgians. He
governed the part of Kartli still under Persian control.

Finally, attention is drawn to the difference in geographical terminology between Juansher and
Leonti Mroveli. In the narrative of Kartlos and his sons, Leonti—under the influence of Armenian
historiographical traditions (particularly the account of Targamos and his son Haos/Haik)—
uses the designation “Pontic Sea” for the Black Sea. By contrast, in Juansher’s own account of
Kartlos, his five sons, and three grandsons, the term “Speri Sea” is consistently used, reflecting
authentic terminology of Juansher’s time.

Keywords: Borders of Kartli, Kartlos and his descendants, Vakhtang Gorgasali, Guaram
Patrikios, 6th-century Georgia.
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THE MILITARY EDUCATION AND COMBAT EXPERIENCE OF THE
COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
GEORGIA

In the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921), no permanent office of Commander-in-
Chief existed during peacetime. However, in the event of war or imminent military threat, a
special position of Commander-in-Chief was established. At different times, this post was held
by three generals: Aleksandre Gedevanishvili, Ilia Odichelidze, and Giorgi Kvinitadze. Beyond
serving as Commanders-in-Chief, these three individuals also occupied other key military posts
during the republic’s existence and represented pivotal figures within its armed forces.

This paper, drawing upon both previously known sources and hitherto unexplored archival
materials, situates its analysis against the backdrop of the Russian Imperial Army’s
transformation. It examines the nature of the military education and combat experience with
which these three generals entered the period of Georgia’s independence and assesses to what
extent their training and professional background corresponded to the high and demanding
responsibilities of the positions they held.

Keywords: Democratic Republic of Georgia; military history; Georgian generals.
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SOVIET NATIONAL POLICY AND THE RE-SETTLEMENT OF THE
LEZGI (KHUNDZ/ AVARS) IN GEORGIA IN THE 1950S: AN ANALYSIS

The migration of the Lezgi into Georgia began in the late 19th century, supported by the Russian
Empire. They moved from Dagestan to Kakheti, where the Alazani plain was used for wintering
livestock.

In 1944, as part of the deportation of the Chechen-Ingush ASSR population, the Lezgi were
relocated from Kakheti back to Dagestan. They were compensated for the value of their property
and allowed to take personal possessions, livestock, and financial assets with them.

After Stalin’s death in 1956, a process began for the return of deported peoples, including the
Lezgi, to Kakheti. Despite official restrictions, in 1957 the Lezgi began returning to the Qvareli
district, creating tension with local authorities. Moreover, families who had no prior connection
with Georgia before 1944 also arrived in Kakheti, complicating the resettlement further.

Keywords: Lezgi, Migration, Resettlement

dMbLbdbdod0d 0)3d0LId0 / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS



mailto:tengiz.simashvili@gmail.com

GEORGIA AND THE CAUCASUS — PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

9360 bodmbodgomo

ggmd@m&oB@o

Jobonmo gbobe s mogghsmmdol dobfogmgdgmo
ovBoqpobob boba@agogm 35033@)0@3@0 (ml)g)
»d0mabo, bogobmggmm

ORCID: 0000-0003-4866-8870
marisimanishvili13@gmail.com

3030 806333330 0L 30600GIMIBNL LOBIdG(MTN)

3030 dobhgggmodzomo — dfgbama, Gmdmal dg0 gobledpghe m®ds Hohebymds awgm-
mmg0ad, 0bghbgol s bomEsdo mbshmonm dobemnbo gdom dsb( (30dagnbem mm 3ghs)
bgqpogpog z]bbqp@;]bo qgoj@o@g@ob. ols 80(4)60b ©0 od godeggom oabbg&ggb 0@3080 boaz]ggo—
dm@ dobzomo dgabfghol dmbiamgob. dabo megdqbsgedo Fogbgons, dabo ghmewgboma
G gommds Fogbalidogho bedyabms s Gmgmb(z 89dmddgon bebgmogdom 0fygal badgsbml
43bsbs, ol 93bgogbgos 58gbogbl o 58998l sbam bgammdsl, yggmoggdl afygdl megoeb
@0 000300bb 5001693l 30093 Inbyma0gbg3sdo.

3Pgbmob gbodoge 7d3moegmgde gmggmage® gokgabmm bodbgmal, gogotggosl, ol obg-
é)bgbls Qo bomBoé)o 60@06@05 doqpom [5(4)“3@00(9 806)(1_)00[5“3@0 2]808(4)0@ Uﬁog\)gbo bbgo,
T3bo gogal 296 gomEbmdaghgdgm bobommaggeb. dobo bedghyggmm gbs sdobmmgdls o-
0093960bg7m gmgoghgdal babmol boddmmolbméd gooshyggnel oo gghdsbnma gbedg-
Omego0m dohaggmodzomol 3bmds bdhm 3hgbmmnd Bgmhoggdmmdsl mi3bowgsl dmddqo,
®0bohmTm Ogommdsb.

030@(080600, bmd abs dqpobodg@o @0@3@0@35)3@0 @36@368036()[5 80@05)363@0 03@0)(’00 o
gobmogm. ab bl 0dedg, Go bbb o Hgbl abg, bmgmés bgdl. gb 0dz00m0 dgdmbgggso.
(3968760 330360 30bmbgdabgeb magobgmogds sghmba s dz0mbggmbe sbgal gmm-
©990 — m030bmg0mb gmggmagzedo 3madggdalgeb.

3030 do6g39mae830mals 39hbmboggonbmgal dz0mbggml, megem fozombgal dbmgbl dm-
093b babsdgomol 893936900l gobe. domoa goggonm (hgdbaldogha bgammds Jmblos od
,,(4)30@0)50[5606“, (4)0)83@06 60850[5 8@336[& 30@300, 08()@(08 36(4)68006 83@08 53 (Bo@oqp”gjé)

8(*)(3383@0)60[) @0 bgé)m, 83330@@6 ol @3@35)3050(’0363@0 bogﬂg@o, (47(083@08 Q)od@o@m—
©3s 03(hmbds 399dbs dsmmgals.

b53396de boghyggde: gogo dohgggmaedgomo, wodhatn®s, 39689693030, 90D, ©I-
19630bobgomma Bogggho.

dMbLbdbdddMd 0)dd0LAd0 / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS



mailto:marisimonishvili13@gmail.com

6IJOGNZIDOM OY 30330600 — BIGLITN, 063I(M, MTI30T(

Mari Simonishvili

Doctoral Student

Teacher of Georgian Language and Literature
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University (TSU)
Thilisi, Georgia

ORCID: 0000-0003-4866-8870
marisimanishvili13@gmail.com

IN THE MINIATURE WORLD OF GIVIMARGVELASHVILI

Givi Margvelashvili — a writer whose fate was shaped by two tyrannical ideologies — manages,
with extraordinary skill and through moral means (even if not physically), to escape dictatorship.
He flees, and through this escape shatters the chains of destiny that seemed forever imposed
upon him. His sanctuary is the book; his sole reality is the literary world. As a creator, he begins
to construct a world, resembling the divine, building a new reality, starting everything anew and
even returning the human subject to a sense of mundanity.

The writer’s psyche withstands all external hardships and adversities; with remarkable talent,
he confronts alone the initially unperceived difficulties of a foreign existence. His language
justifies a Heideggerian symbolic approach to the house of being, and Margvelashvili’s prose,
through German phraseology, demonstrates complete literary irreconcilability with the present,
contemporary reality.

Hence, he is not an author adhering to classical literary tendencies. He writes about what
he wishes, in the manner he wishes. This is a rare occurrence. Freed from the strict laws of
censorship, the author expects the same freedom from the reader — liberated from all clichés.

For the characters of Givi Margvelashvili, the act of reading itself brings an experience of
understanding reality. In their perception, textual reality is far from the “reality” beyond the
book covers; therefore, they constantly resist this fatal given and strive to alter the determined
plot created for them by the dictatorial author.

Keywords: Givi Margvelashvili, Dictatorship, Hermeneutics, Decoding, Determined Plot
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FAITH AND EDUCATIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF KING DAVID IV THE
BUILDER

In his letter “David the Builder,” llia Chavchavadze writes: “A man must have two names, our
people say: one for what is to be defended here, the other to be taken along. This testament
of the Georgian people was fulfilled by no one as by King David.” According to llia Abuladze’s
dictionary, the term aghshena signifies building, construction, filling with virtue, and renewal.

The Georgian people attributed this title to David IV not only because he physically built the
country, but also because he spiritually “rebuilt” it, revived national consciousness, and restored
the nation to the path of its forefathers. King David drew inspiration from King David the
Psalmist, considered a biblical ancestor of the Bagrationi dynasty by historical tradition.

David’s spiritual kinship is evident in his original work Galobani Sinanulisani, imbued with
psalmodic penitence. The lion depicted on the coats of arms of Georgian kings symbolizes
victory. Belief in divine support empowered David’s army to overcome even a stronger enemy,
exemplified in the Battle of Didgori, where his forces defeated the united Muslim army.

Education played a central role in the country’s revival. David IV established the Gelati Academy
—“Athens and the Second Jerusalem” —and sent talented youth abroad for study. Recognizing
human resources as the most valuable asset for national development, he invited the finest
schalars from around the world and utilized their potential for the service of Georgia.

Keywords: David IV the Builder, David the Psalmist, Galobani Sinanulisani, Gelati Academy

dMbLbdbdod0d 0)3d0LId0 / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS



mailto:siradzeketevan@gmail.com

GEORGIA AND THE CAUCASUS — PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

bbb bymags

Gommmmgool dg3b0ghgdems pmgnmbo

aboEodgommo 3hmgqbodo [ dnfzgymo 3bmgqbmbo

03063 gogoborcqgoqpol) bobgqpmbob U)boqpol)ob l)ob{]qp%‘ocgm 36033(0[)0@3@0,
boagba—gogobgmob bobaqu@ogm 360336)[)0@3@0

»d0mabo, bogobmggmm

ORCID: 0000-0002-7808-8722

nestan.sulava@tsu.ge

Q3IGMN, LOAII (M, dVHBNSB0 ©5300) dLFIFIBIOTNL
,00Md60 LOBIBEINLHBOL™ 80bIV3N0)

©3300 0035896930l ,gommdsbo Bobsbmmoabobo® Jobomma 30dbmghogaals goblsmm-
9870 b0dndos mag0bo bosdhmgbm bobhgdom, dbongbhamo mbogobsmmdom, gedmdbsb-
390®0m0 Bo310mgdgd0m, bodpohoms s borgmabdyhyzgmm bopddom. bogsmmdgmo
033936 0dgbmoabe s s@adosbals, bodgs®mbs s ssdasbal Jhmogbmdadstmgdgsl, oy
1300309 3608369mmdsl ool ssdosbols bmmogho gebgomebgool ghmmmal gdedy.
mdgbhmob botow Jg4dboma swadoba, Gmdgmags 89dmddgoal bgdal bofabsopdwgam 4dg-
900 hoegol, bemmymaomgdebs oo dbgoghgdel jobgesh, ol dgogaensi bopbdolbgmmo
Bobobmmols bsggmdggmo 04dbgds, bmmm 30dbmghogo smbsebgdom 3oommdl JoEmdbomdals
oGl gmymaomgdol gopsmabgsb.

©300 90d0dgbgdmals bogommdgma msgabo 0@gyh-Gabssblmdbago ©s dbspzbmma
Lydadpnédom gebmmgogds gbomdnbgdls oo §3. sbo®os 3badgmal (3¢ghgmal) oo
30bmbol* 303mpogdyh-3sbomoadnm 3mbigaEosl. bogesmmdgmdo gedmygbgdmmos 00d-
moho bomgghgdo, 3gbbmbsmgda s gbagdgsn. mobazmma gdabol bobsbrymoam spbsgly
30©g30 d0dobmmos 0dghmobygh o sbebogh smbobgoal 3bmigbl, Gmdgmoag dgzomd
dogdomodgo gomagdi3gz0b3gb fobdobmoglh spsdasbl.

60@0)60[5 aboggé)j]qpo b@&)gj@g(oo m&ogogoqu&oo, (00(9605 0)05808(938573@0@ 03(470)00—
b93b B9bgnmgdgsl pdgbmoab, ymgmewfhdaws ngmalddmdmob, bedystmbs s spsdasbals
3qbobgd. dgbmols bobgmgdo — dobnga, bbmmo, bed-3dg, gbosalhmgbgds — dmeals be-
ngobaag%g@m ©o 30@5}0[5@053@0 8536@0760@05. boago&m 60578(0@9&50@00, (470)6(0(4)8
96m00b0 Jomasbmds, bmdmal 3h3gbhgemag ssdasbos, dg4dboma pgmals dbgegbow, o7-
330 o306z mo d0bhggmboboo s bymoghow gedmbhzgmmo gogdal 13m3mmgdal gdoo.

3o sbPogmal adosbl pgmal bgdal Bgbodedobom dmddgogdnl smEomgdmmosks s
bmmogh bémmymael, 8bgmdhog bémmymasbs o 0dghmmseb bmmogh jogdodl. begomm-
09mo godmbo)egl sadosbals doboob, @sbadbrymgdsl Ladgshmdo s s@sdasbal sgaml
0300l Fobodg, Gog gobbmbEogmmgde boggbmhgdom bamogho dbwobs ©s dbgmdbaga
Légmymaols gdody.

dMbLbdbdddMd 0)dd0LAd0 / ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS



mailto:nestan.sulava@tsu.ge

6IJOGNZIDOM OY 30330600 — BIGLITN, 063I(M, MTI30T(

b53396de bopyzgde: Ighmo, Lodysdm, s©sdosbo, Leg0m s0ds89bg8gmo, ,gommdsbo bo-
Bobymolbobo’

Nestan Sulava

PhD in Philology

Associate Professor / Visiting Professor

Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University; Samtskhe-Javakheti State University
Thilisi, Georgia

ORCID: 0000-0002-7808-8722

nestan.sulava@tsu.ge

GOD, THE WORLD, AND HUMANITY INDAVID IV THE BUILDER’S
GALOBANISINANULISANI

David IV the Builder’s Galobani Sinanulisani represents a pinnacle of Georgian hymnography,
notable for its intellectual framework, artistic originality, expressive richness, and theological
depth. The hymn explores the relationships between God, humanity, and the world, which are of
paramount importance on the complex path of human spiritual development. Humanity, created
in the image of God, commits acts contrary to the Creator’s will, losing likeness and perfection,
which provides the basis for profound repentance. Through confession, the hymnographer seeks
to overcome human imperfection.

The hymn, inits conceptual, thematic, and expressive aspects, closely aligns with the psalms and
the hypodigmatic-paradigmatic structure of St. Andrew of Crete’s Great Canon. It incorporates
biblical narratives, characters, and enigmas. The lyrical hero’s lament, filled with penitence,
is directed toward God and reflects the confessional process that guides the believer toward
becoming a celestial citizen.

The artistic structure of the hymn is original, presenting systematically the views on God, the
Virgin Mary, the world, and humanity. Divine names—such as Simple, Complete, Triune, and
Single-Sphere—derive from theological and patristic literature. The created world is conceived
as a unified whole, with humanity as its apex, made in the image of God yet fallen from the
original state, embarking on the arduous path of returning from Eden.

The hymn teaches the necessity of acting according to God’s will, pursuing spiritual elevation,
moral perfection, and communion with God. It conveys humanity’s mission, its place in the
cosmos, and its role before God, realized step by step along the path of spiritual and moral
perfection.

Keywords: God, World, Humanity, David IV the Builder, Galobani Sinanulisani
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VIRGINIA OLDOINI, COUNTESS OF CASTIGLIONE: THE ROYAL COURT
GAMES

Countess Virginia Oldoini (1837-1899), an Italian noblewoman and one of the most beautiful
women of her time, was often called a “goddess descended from Olympus.” She was
distinguished not only by her beauty and charm but also by her significant influence on historical
events. Virginia served as a secret agent at the French royal court, carrying out the directives of
her cousin, Count Camillo Cavour, through so-called “pillow diplomacy.”

Countess Oldoini was the most famous mistress of Napoleon Ill and known in France as the
“Golden Symbol of the Empire’s Allure.” She possessed exceptional intelligence, multilingual
skills, and mastery of music and dance. Contemporaries called her the “Pearl of Italy.” A skilled
horsewoman, marksman, and unconventional smoker, she captivated European elites with her
presence and charisma.

During the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, she secretly met with Otto von Bismarck, successfully
persuading him to restrain from occupying Paris. She was also a prominent figure in early
photography, serving as the primary model for imperial court photographer Pierre-Louis Pierson,
leaving over 400 photographs. Her taste in fashion and jewelry, and her elegance, made her a
renowned figure in France and Italy.

Countess Castiglione died in solitude at age 62. Following her death, French police and
intelligence destroyed all documents related to high-ranking officials. By order of King Umberto
| of Italy, she was buried at Pere Lachaise Cemetery in Paris. Her contributions to Italy’s
unification are still recognized today.

Keywords: Virginia Oldoini, Countess of Castiglione, Camillo Cavour, Napoleon llI, Otto von
Bismarck, Franco-Prussian War, Photography
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RAPHIEL ERISTAVI—TRANSLATOR OF I. KRILOV’S FABLES

”

The name of Raphael Eristavi is well-known to all Georgians. His work “Samskhlo Khevsurs’a’
remains one of the finest examples of patriotic lyric poetry. Although Eristavi was a contemporary
of the older members of the 1870s literary generation, he was ideologically aligned with them.
There is no topic of contemporary relevance of his time that Raphael Eristavi did not touch upon
in his writings. He was highly popular not only for his poetry but also for his stories, plays,
and vaudevilles. Eristavi did not only create original works but frequently translated texts by
European and Russian authors.

Eristavi’s works were regularly published in the Georgian periodical press, both during his
lifetime and posthumously. Among the most notable editions is the four-volume set edited by
A. Kalandadze and A. Drevech, likely prepared with Eristavi’s direct involvement. Examination
of these works shows that he paid special attention to translating poetic creations. His selected
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works for translation are characterized not only by ideological depth but also by high artistic
form.

It is worth noting that Eristavi, like other literary figures of the 1870s generation, believed that
literary production should primarily serve public interests and contribute to the spiritual and
moral improvement of people. This likely inspired his interest in fables. Following Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani’s “Wisdom in Lies”, he compiled 16 fables; he was also among the first to translate .
V. Krilov’s fables into Georgian. The majority of these translations were completed in 1878, first
publicized by Akaki Tsereteli.

In the journal Droeba (1878, #107), Tsereteli concluded an article “Minor Notes” with the
following remark: “Raphael Eristavi possesses Krilov’s fables, and what sin is it that they remain
in manuscript and circulate in print like folk tales?” Notably, shortly after this publication, in the
same year, Gr. Charkviani published Eristavi’s translations of Krilov’s fables, which became a
valuable acquisition for Georgian readers.

The interest of readers is evidenced by the fact that this collection was reprinted several times.
One of the most complete editions was printed in 1895 by the Society of Georgian Friends,
featuring all 66 fables translated and adapted by Raphael Eristavi.

This article aims to present Raphael Eristavi as a skilled translator, examining his methods,
selection principles, and translation artistry.

Keywords: Raphiel Eristavi, fable, artistic translation.
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LOVE AND PLAYFUL SONGS IN THE STORIES OF EGNATE NINOSHVILI

This study examines the sha’ires (short lyrical verses) extracted from the stories of Egnate
Ninoshvili (1859-1894). The analysis focuses on the motives behind these verses and the
character types built upon them. Considering Ninoshvili’s engagement with oral traditions,
these love and playful poems demonstrate a vivid connection to folk lyrical traditions and their
genesis.

Ninoshvili incorporates lively, popular lines born directly from the people, which captivated
audiences and were passed down through generations. These folk love and playful verses,
expressing the hearts and aspirations of many, were skillfully used by the author to portray
character portraits and to characterize the social environment.

The study aims to determine the role of folk lyricism in Ninoshvili’s stories, highlight the
psychological portraits of the characters, and identify the function of the sha’ire in the analysis
of the story’s ideas. The research demonstrates that the character types formed by Ninoshvili,
despite the passage of time, remain relevant today due to the specificity of their mindset.
Notably, the sha’ires play a crucial role in analyzing the worldview of the characters.

The research employs synthesis and functional-semantic analysis methods.

Keywords: society, worldview, sha’ire, psychological portraits
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ON THE TERM “SUANO-COLCHIANS”

Unlike Claudius Ptolemy, who differs from Pliny and Arrian, only the Laz and the Suano-
Colchians are mentioned along the coast of Colchis. How should one explain the disappearance
of the Apsilae, Abasgi, and Sanigae from Ptolemy’s map? According to a recently discovered
Greek inscription on a silver cup found in the Gagra region, by the mid-2nd century King Pacorus
of the Laz had subdued the union of the Sanigae. This, naturally, implies that he had earlier
incorporated the smaller unions of the Apsilae and the Abasgi into his kingdom. This explains
why Ptolemy no longer mentions the Apsilae, Abasgi, and Sanigae. He reflects the new reality
with precision, identifying only one political entity in the entire eastern Black Sea region up to
Sarmatia — Colchis.

As for the Suano-Colchians, who replaced Arrian’s Sanigae, this term carries ethno-political
significance and should be understood as referring to Svans living within the territory of the
Colchian (Lazican) kingdom.

Keywords: Ptolemy, Suano-Colchians, Northwestern Colchis, Sanigae
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FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Foreign direct investment is crucial for developing countries for several reasons.

Economic Growth — FDI provides capital that can stimulate economic growth. By bringing in
money, businesses, and technologies, it supports job creation, increases production, and boosts
the overall economy of a developing country.

Technology Transfer — Foreign private investors often introduce advanced technologies,
management practices, and business models that can increase the productivity and efficiency
of local industries. This can lead to the development of new sectors and the modernization of
existing ones.

Keywords: foreign investment, economic development, technology transfer, developing
countries.
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THE STATUS OF THE AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC OF ADJARA:
RELIGION, SECURITY, AND IDENTITY POLITICS

Following the collapse of the Saviet Union (1991), Georgia faced violent separatist conflicts
in Abkhazia and the so-called South Ossetia and has not yet regained effective state control.
Despite its autonomous status, distinct religious composition, and border location, Adjara has
remained under Georgian control.

The aim of this study is to identify the historical, religious, geopolitical, and institutional factors
that contributed to the relatively peaceful integration of Adjara in the post-Soviet period.
The research examines the period beginning in 1878, when Adjara shifted from the Ottoman
Empire to the Russian Empire, through the Soviet-era creation of the Adjara ASSR, and up to
developments of the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

The study highlights the role of Islam in shaping regional identity, which did not evolve into
separatist nationalism. It also reviews the impact of the 1921 Treaty of Kars and the Soviet
Union’s ethno-federal policy as instruments of institutional and geopolitical compromise.
Furthermore, it explores the unique configuration of power under Aslan Abashidze in the 1990s
and early 2000s, which secured authoritarian rule without separatist demands.

Ultimately, the case of Adjara demonstrates how ethno-linguistic identity, geopolitical
pragmatism, and institutional mechanisms of containment functioned as key factors in peaceful
integration and conflict prevention in the post-Soviet Caucasus.

Keywords: Adjara, autonomy, state building, geopolitics
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TEACHING THE VERB CONJUGATION SYSTEMIN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE COMMON EUROPEAN FRAMEW ORK (SERIES I)

When teaching Georgian as a foreign language, learners encounter not only morphological,
syntactic, lexical, and stylistic aspects, but also significant elements of national consciousness
that shape the character, habits, and traditions of the people. This creates a particular challenge:
it is difficult to perceive what is deeply ingrained in a nation’s identity.

While a purely linguistic approach is valid, the contemporary global context makes it essential
to emphasize the relationship between language and culture. For foreign students — European,
American, or Asian — one of the greatest challenges is grasping the structure of the Georgian
verb and the regularities of its conjugation system. Therefore, the development of effective
methodological approaches to understanding verb conjugation is crucial.

Although existing textbooks partially reflect the functional field of the verb, our long-term
experience demonstrates that this is not sufficient. A systematic breakdown of verb series and
classes is needed, tailored to different levels of proficiency — from the simplest to the most
advanced. This article focuses on the difficulties in teaching the present tense forms of the first
series and presents the tested methods used to address these challenges. Special emphasis is
placed on the usage domains of both the v-nian and m-nian systems, as well as on functional
suffixes of derivation that accurately reflect the form and semantics of specific verb classes.

Keywords: verb, conjugation, teaching, series, classes, levels, language framework.
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THE CONTEMPORARY GEORGIAN RELATION OF AMERICAN
“ATOMIC INDIVIDUALISM”?

The paper aims to understand the uniqueness of the classical American version of so-called
atomic individualism, which differs from the general Western notion, within the context of
identity studies. Another significant objective is to conduct a comparative analysis of its
analogues operating in the current Georgian reality.

The discussion addresses how “authentically” this characteristic can be considered for
Georgian ethnopsychology, considering the mental transformation that mainly developed after
the collapse of the Soviet system. Particular attention is given to the socio-political changes of
2003-2004, neoliberal development, and fundamental reforms, where the United States served
as a primary role model and “donor.”

The paper presents a comparative discourse with specific examples from hoth the traditional
American and current Georgian context, covering various spheres of human life, largely socio-
economic, political, and cultural.

Keywords: Georgia; USA; American “atomic individualism”; individualism; contemporary
Georgian relation
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DAVID THE BUILDER AND EDUCATIONAL REFORM (A COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS OF MONARCHICAL PRACTICES IN THE 11TH-12TH
CENTURIES)

The establishment of educational centers — schools and universities — in 11th-12th century
Europe was not accidental. It was part of major social, cultural, and intellectual transformations,
often referred to as the “Medieval Intellectual Revolution.” What triggered this turning point?

1. Economic and urban growth — From the 11th century, European cities expanded,
trade flourished, and new social strata (citizens, merchants) emerged, requiring
educated professionals in law, administration, and commerce.

2. Therole of the Church — The Church demanded more learned clergy for preaching,
interpreting legislative texts, and properly conducting liturgy. Monasteries and
cathedral schools became the foundation of early educational institutions.

3. Rediscovery of the classical heritage — Translations of Arabic, Greek, and Latin
sources reintroduced Aristotle, Plato, Hippocrates, Euclid, and other authors to Europe.
This knowledge required systematization and reconciliation with Christian doctrine.

4. Needs of law and theology — New legal realities (e.g., municipal self-governance,
trade, feudal relations) called for jurists, while theological debates (e.g., in combating
heresies) required trained thinkers.

5. Cultural competition with the Islamic world and Byzantium — Christian Europe
needed intellectual advancement not to fall behind the flourishing cultures of the
East.

The content of the “revolution” involved teaching methods, institutions, and disciplines.
It took on systemic form through: scholasticism — a new method based on logical reasoning,
disputation, and synthesis of propositions; the rise of universities — Bologna, Paris, and Oxford
becoming centers of knowledge and authority; the expansion of disciplines — beyond theology to
include the seven liberal arts (trivium and quadrivium), jurisprudence, medicine, and philosophy;
and intellectual dynamics — with debates on the relationship between faith and reason. This
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was the foundation for the later Renaissance and scientific rise.

The foundation of educational centers in the 11th-12th centuries was therefore a result of
Europe’s economic, political, and cultural revival. This “revolution” signified the rediscovery
of classical heritage, the systematization of knowledge, and the creation of new intellectual
institutions — universities — which laid the groundwork for the educated model of modern
European civilization.

What, then, was the nature of Georgian educational reform in the same period, associated
with King David IV the Builder and the Catholicos-Patriarch George of Chqondidi? King David
IV regarded education as a strategic instrument of state power. His reform represented a
crucial stage in Georgia’s cultural renaissance and intellectual development. Gelati, Ikalto,
and Petritsoni academies formed an integrated system combining religious, humanistic, and
natural sciences; elements of the trivium and quadrivium; Neoplatonism; and strict selection
of teachers.

Comparison with Byzantine and Western European academies of the time reveals similarities
in subjects and methods. Yet David’s system was unique in its practical integration, spiritual
orientation, and emphasis on ethical criteria. The Gelati Academy combined theology and
philosophy with the natural sciences and medicine, approaching the functions of a medieval
university.

His contemporaries — Henry | of England, Louis VI of France, Alexios | Komnenos of Byzantium,
and Frederick | Barbarossa of Germany — despite their interest, did not implement such
systemic reforms. Comparative analysis demonstrates that David’s educational policy, as a
purposeful state reform, became a foundation for the consolidation of national identity and the
strengthening of political power.

Keywords: Educational Reform of David the Builder; Byzantium and Western Europe; State
Consolidation; National Identity
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TAMARBAGRATIONI—DAUGHTER OF GIORGI XIII

As is known, the abolition of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti by the Russian Empire in 1801 was
followed by a strong protest from the Georgian people. They could not accept this injustice on
the part of a monotheistic state, to which its last monarchs had only applied with a request for a
protectorate. A series of uprisings began for the restoration of the Georgian state, in which the
royal princes (Batonishvili) also participated.

One link in this resistance movement is the conspiracy of 1832, which failed to develop into an
uprising due to treason. Its leaders and ideological guides were the exiled in Russia grandsons
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of King Erekle Il (1720-1798) — Dimitri Bagrationi (1803-1845), son of royal prince Yulon and
Okropir Bagrationi (1795-1857), son of Giorgi XIII, who headed the St. Petersburg and Maoscow
circles of the conspiracy. The spirit of these royal princes was shared by members of their family,
including Dimitri’s sister, royal princess Tamar (Batonishvili) (1791-1857), who was active in
Thilisi. A number of works by Georgian scientists and researchers were dedicated to her.

In the investigation materials of the conspiracy (testimonies of Soloman Dodashvili (1805-1836)
another Tamar appears — the sister of Okropir. Emigré writer Tamar Papava (1888-1976) was the
first researcher, who paid attention to her in her essay “A Georgian Woman and the Conspiracy
of 1832”7 (1937). As she writes, she could not find out the name of this woman — it was not
visible from the materials she had at that time.

Tamar, the daughter of Giorgi XIIl (1789-1850), together with her mother, the last queen of the
Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, Mariam Tsitsishvili (1768-1850), was a participant in the famous
tragedy of April 12, 1803, which resulted in the death of General lvan Lazarev (1763-1803). The
14-year-old daughter, together with her brother, Jibrael (1788-1812), defended the dignity of
the royal family, her mother, and her own dignity with a dagger in her hand from the Russian
military detachments, who were brutally carrying out their mission of deporting them to Russia.

During the journey, while crossing the Caucasus Mountains, Tamar Batonishvili’s legs froze and
she became lame. Until 1811, she lived with her mother in the Nativity of the Savior Convent in
Belgorod, and then in Moscow. She did not marry. In 1851, returning to her homeland, which she
was allowed to do after a long time, she died in Voronezh and was buried there. Then her body
was brought to Georgia and buried next to her mother’s grave in the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.

Information about Tamar Bagrationi’s are scattered in old and newly discovered sources. Our
report is dedicated to their search and collection, as well as to the identification of Tamar’s
place in the conspiracy of 1832. It is noteworthy that in the famous three-volume study of the
great researcher of this conspiracy — Giorgi Gozalishvili (1900-1988), Tamar, daughter of Giorgi
is not separately identified and she is identified with Tamar, daughter of Yulon. We believe
that the presented research will be useful for studying this important act of Georgian history,
as well as the history of the royal family and Georgian society in general of the first half of the
19th century.

Keywords: Tamar- daughter of George XlII, participants of the 1832 conspiracy, royal family of
Kartli-Kakheti, the exile of the royal family to Russia, sister of Okropir Bagrationi.
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THE FIRST GEORGIAN CHRISTIAN MARTYRS

The aim of this paper is to present histarical facts regarding the first Georgian Christian martyrs
who sacrificed their lives for the true faith. The persecution of Christians extended beyond the
Roman Empire — it also affected the countries where the apostles preached, including ancient
Iberia-Colchis (Georgia).

The persecution was particularly severe in Roman provinces; however, historians and early-
century researchers believe that the process was so extensive that its traces and brutality were
felt for centuries. The first Georgian Christian martyrs are known as the Mesukaveli Georgians,
who suffered under the court of the Albanian king. It is recorded that 18 (some sources mention
19) Christians sacrificed themselves for the faith and entered the history of Christianity with
the martyr’s crown. This paper presents newly discovered evidence that provides significant
insights into these events.

Keywords: First Georgian martyrs; Christianity; persecution; Iberia-Colchis; early Christianity
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THE RELEVANCE OF KING DAVID THE BUILDER’S LEGACY IN THE
CONTEXT OF CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES

Thereign of King David the Builder represents one of the most crucial periods in the consolidation
of Georgian national identity, statehood, and culture, during which the role of the Church
and educational institutions was central to the strengthening of the state. The ontological
understanding of personhood and communion developed within Eastern Christian theology
allows us to reassess the social and ecclesial unity of David’s era from a new perspective.

Kartvelology, as a multidisciplinary scholarly field, enables the critical study and cultural
transmission of David the Builder’s multifaceted legacy. Through this lens, the historical,
diplomatic,and economic experience of his reign becomes anintellectual resource for reinforcing
the geopolitical and cultural identity of contemporary Georgia and the Caucasus, thus building a
bridge between the past and the future.

Keywords: David the Builder, Eastern theology, Orthodoxy, theology, Georgia, statehood,
national identity, Church, culture, history, theology, persanhood (Zizioulas), communion.
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BELIEFS AND RITUALS BELONGING TO THE SKY AND SKY SPIRITS IN
TURKISH AND GEORGIAN FOLKLORE

Turkish and Georgianrelations are based on long-standing neighborhood law and an intertwined
multidimensional interaction. This interaction has not only been limited to official areas but
has also affected cultural and religious areas, and has also spread to the common folklore.
Throughout human history, the “sky and its objects” have taken their place in the collective
memory as remarkable entities. The sky and sky spirits have an important place in both Turkish
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and Georgian folk beliefs. In this context, Georgians connected each person’s destiny to a star,
that is, they believed in “stars of fate”; Turks also associated fate with the “felek”, the “wheel
of heaven” and its rotation. In both cultures, there is a strong connection between God, spirits,
and the sky. Before Christianity, Georgians had a pantheon of celestial spirits (sun, moon, and
five stars). Just like the pantheon that the Turks created in accordance with the Sky God religion
before Islam. The Turks have the concept of “Tengri”, which represents both the sky and Allah.
Both traditions have maintained this belief to some extent even after adopting new religions
(Christianity for the Georgians, Islam for the Turks). In Georgian mythology, the sun is considered
a feminine principle; in the Turkish tradition (according to the Turfan texts), brightness (including
the sun) is associated with masculinity, and darkness with femininity. While the Georgians
imagine the sky as something round and rotating, with four corners/edges, the Turks perceived
the sky as a tent stretched over the ground; he assumed that the pole of this tent was the
“North Star” (“Golden Pole”). While in Georgian mythology, celestial bodies were reflected in
family relationships (mother-child, husband-wife, sister-brother); in Turkish mythology, the
focus was more on the relationship of the sky to the earth and its role in cosmology. In Georgian
tradition, it was believed that some people would not have a destiny (a star); in Turkish tradition,
although destiny was connected to a universal principle, it was also seen as something cruel and
dangerous. This situation was reflected in their poems, applause, and curses. These differences
and similarities show how the two neighboring cultures developed their own interpretations
of celestial events while sharing a common basic belief in the connection between the sky,
destiny, and divine power.

Keywords: Sun Cult, Star of Destiny, Wheel of Heaven.
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THE SEMANTICS AND ETYMOLOGY OF PRECIOUS GEMSTONES IN
ANCIENT GEORGIAN SOURCES

Semantics and etymology of precious, semi-precious stones and pearls in ancient Georgian
sources Precious and semi-precious stones have attracted people’s attention since ancient times
due to their rarity, beauty and natural properties. From the Stone Age to the late Middle Ages,
people attributed magical and healing properties to precious, semi-precious stones and pearls,
and they occupied a special sacred place in various religious concepts. Since ancient times,
precious, semi-precious stones and pearls have been valued in Georgia and were generously
used to decorate items made of precious metals for various purposes. This is evidenced by
numerous artifacts of material culture found as a result of archaeological excavations. After the
spread of Christianity in Georgia, special attention was paid to the special religious significance
of precious and semi-precious stones, which is recorded in the Old Testament. For this purpose,
On the Twelve Gems (De Gemmis) the encyclopedic work of Epiphanius of Salamis (Cyprus), was
specially translated from Greek, which enjoyed great popularity as the main source on precious
and semi-precious stones in the medieval Christian world. The ancient Georgian sources attest
to the names of more than 50 precious and semi-precious stones, although it is assumed that
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the Georgians in the Middle Ages knew a much larger number of precious and semi-precious
stones, the names of which are not recorded in the sources. The names of precious and semi-
precious stones in Georgian, as in many other languages, sometimes cause confusion. The
same precious and semi-precious stones may be registered under several, or even erroneously
different, names. Most of them are borrowed to the Georgian language from Persian, some from
Greek, and a small part from Arabic and Armenian came, which often indicates the origin of the
corresponding precious and semi-precious stones. Certain types of precious and semi-precious
stones have been mined in Georgia since ancient times, but over time some of their names were
replaced by foreign borrowings and forgotten. The presented work is the first one to conduct
a comprehensive semantic-etymological study and analysis of precious, semi-precious stones
and pearls attested in ancient Georgian sources, which will help us to better understand and
comprehend various places in ancient Georgian sources.

Keywords: precious stones, eponymous stones, semantics, etymology, Old Georgian sources,
Persian loanwords, Greek loanwords, Arabic loanwords, Armenian loanwords.
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FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE METAL VESSELS IN SOUTH CAUCASUS:
DISTRIBUTION, THEIR DETERMINING FACTORS AND TYPOLOGICAL
VARIETY

The first appearance of the metal vessels in the South Caucasus is related to the famous
Trialeti Culture of the 21-first half of the 17 cc BC, which was characterized by the typological
variety from the beginning. The facture of metal (gold, silver, bronze) defined those complicated
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technical methods used in their manufacturing. Among the determining factors of the torerutic’s
development most important seems to be the following: the overall achievement of the
metalworking field, the organization of international trade-exchange networks in advanced
centers of the Ancient Old World, and an activation of intercultural relationships between the
Near East and adjacent areas.

The coincidence of these processes with an essential socio-economic attainment of the Trialeti
Culture was an important point, especially in case when it reveals total readiness for sharing of
all achievements via an activated international contact.

Essentially, the main characteristic features of the mentioned chronological period were an
intensive transmission of knowledge and ideas, the manufacturing of fashionable assemblages,
and the infiltration of new artistic-stilistic tendencies between the different regions. Trialetian
society’s elite reveals a clear tendency toward an acceptance of any kind of novelty, and it
could be a reason that their population, so rich with sources and economically increased, might
be included in such processes. Accordingly, the result was an attempt to share and establish
various specifics of Near Eastern ‘alien’, high artistic standard tendencies when producing the
Trialetian toreutics.

The matter that the South Caucasus, as the far northern periphery of the Near East, was a
distinguishable area with numerous variable types of metal artifacts, suggests that, besides
economic increase, it was determined by its inclusion in intercultural communications. More
precisely, characteristic for the Trialeti Culture factors were: striving toward cultural contacts
with famous civilizations, which revealed in the appearance of an ‘alien’ artistic-stylistic
tendencies in iconography, technical methods, etc., and, besides an acceptance of all novelties,
of its transformation and complementing with local tradition. As a result, craftsmen created the
precious artifacts, evidently related to the Near Eastern ones and known in the scientific world
as the rich assemblage of Trialetian toreutics.

They are represented by various types of samples: the richly ornamented silver ritual goblets of
cylindric shape, narrowing at the bottom and with low stand, the silver cylindrical dip-bucket
with wholly decorated surface and golden appliqués, the silver hemispherical bowls with the
decorated handle, the silver cylindrical shape vessel, with the same size of mouth and flat bottom
and with a movable handle, bronze, handled ‘basket-shaped’ bucket with a flaring pedestal
base, ornamented with bands of repoussé decoration, the silver biconical shape vessels with
low stand and, at the end should be mentioned, other precious toreutics, like the ornamented
and plain golden hemispherical shape deep cups, and as well, especially fashionable sample —
the golden beaker, ornamented with filigree, granulation and inlays of semi-fine stones and by
the curved spirals and horizontal bands motives.

The appearance of metal vessels of the Trialeti Culture was sudden, unexpected, and not
preceded by any local tradition of their making. Therefore, it marks a turning point concerning
such innovation, starting from the developed stage of the Middle Bronze Age.
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THE AWARD OF THE “SOCIETY FOR THE RESTORATION OF
ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY IN THE CAUCASUS” AND ITS SYMBOLIC
PARADIGMS (THE ORDER OF ST. NINO)

Phaleristic material, as a historical artifact, constitutes the socio-cultural heritage of a specific
epoch. Such insignia encapsulate political, ideological, and symbolic layers that reflect the
aspirations and identity-markers of both the state and particular social or religious organizations.

From the second half of the nineteenth century, the Russian Empire elevated its approach to the
Caucasus and framed Orthodoxy within new ideological and religious paradigms, employing
it as an instrument of cultural and political domination. This study focuses on the award
established by the missionary organization active in the Russian Empire between 1860 and 1917
—the Society for the Restoration of Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus. The Order of St. Nino,
which it introduced, today represents a rare phaleristic specimen. While the architectural and
stylistic structure of this insignia and its attributes have been analyzed in scholarly literature, its
phaleristic symbolism and semantic correlations — on the one hand, with the vine cross of St.
Nino, the Enlightener of Georgians, and on the other hand, with the central ideas and objectives
of the Society — remain insufficiently studied.

The research aims to analyze the foundation, phaleristic statute, structural features, and cultural-
symbolic significance of this order within the broader context of the missionary and religious
policies of the Russian Empire. The article draws upon scholarly works, archival documents,
visual sources, press materials, and the annual reports of the Society, which hold primary-source
value. Based on these materials, an attempt is made to reconstruct the historical, phaleristic, and
symbolic interpretations of the Order; to contextualize its foundation; to examine its ideological
content and artistic design; to define its place within the contemporary ecclesiastical and
social reward system; and to analyze its religio-political function, iconographic content, and
ideological meaning that reflect the political-religious discourse of the Russian Empire in the
Caucasus at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

The study demonstrates that the nomenclature and iconography of the award reveal a symbolic-
semantic correlation with St. Nino’s vine cross. This reflects the Russian Empire’s attempt to
appropriate and reframe local Orthodox sanctities and nationally significant religious symbols
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as part of its strategy to shape a new cultural identity and to employ them as instruments of
imperial authority. Assigning the name of St. Nino to the award created a nexus between local
cultural heritage and the imperial project, underscoring the role of phaleristics in disseminating
cultural influence and imperial ideology.

Theintroduction of the Order served several purposes for the Russian Empire: engaging society in
supporting the mission of the Society for the Restoration of Orthodox Christianity, consolidating
the loyalty of the local Orthodox population, encouraging active collaboration, and embedding
Caucasian identity within the framework of imperial ideclogy.

Keywords: Phaleristics, Symbolism, Orthodoxy, Russian Empire.
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PAGES FROM THE HISTORY OF THE UNITY OF THE PEOPLES OF THE
CAUCASUS —MONUMENTS OF GEORGIAN CHRISTIAN CULTURE IN
IMERICAUCASIA

The study examines the history, source studies, archaeology, ethnology, anthropology, philology,
cultural studies, and art-historical perspectives, highlighting issues related to the ancient
unity of the Caucasus and the close state relations of the Middle Ages. The presentation is
accompanied by approximately 100 photographic materials.
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TRACING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ARABIC, GEORGIAN,
AND GREEK VERSIONS OF THE BILAWHAR AND BUDASAF LEGEND
AND ITS EARLIEST CHRISTIAN ADAPTATION

This paper examines the Arabic, Georgian, and Greek versions of the Bilawhar and Budasaf
legend. It argues that the Georgian version, Balavariani, constitutes the earliest Christian
adaptation of the narrative. Furthermore, it challenges the prevailing hypothesis that the shorter
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recension of Balavariani originated from the longer recension. The study provides a novel
perspective on the origins of the two extant Georgian recensions, both of which appear to derive
from a common Georgian archetype.

Keywords: Bilawhar and Badasaf, Balavariani, Georgian version, Christian adaptation,
archetype
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THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE XI-XII
CENTURY ARTISTIC DECORATION OF MARTVILI CHURCH

The Martvili-Chkondidi Monastery is one of the oldest centers of Georgian spiritual and
material culture, situated within the paradigmatic nexus of Georgia’s Christianization, and
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connected historically to the narratives of the Cross of Mtskheta and Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.
Tradition associates the site with the activity of the Apostles Andrew and Simon the Zealot in
Georgia. According to the oldest legend, the altar of the church was established on the roots of
a pagan shrine called “Didi Chkhoni” (“Great Oak”), cut by Andrew the First-Called; a cross was
carved from the same tree, and infants sacrificed to idols, called “Martvils,” were canonized as
holy martyrs. In the 13th century, the church was dedicated to the Holy Martyrs, and after its
reconstruction under the name of the Mother of God, the name of the Martvils was preserved in
the monastery’s toponym.

The main church, both in its tetraconch cross-type architecture and in the associated treasure
of crosses and reliquaries, clearly reflects the artistic and historical layers of the early Christian
period; however, the principal wall paintings belong to the 14th, 16th, and 17th centuries. At
the same time, the interior preserves fragments of artistic decoration from different periods and
media (wall painting, mosaic).

In the altar’s bema arch, depictions of prophets and a winged angel in a medallion are
visible, while on the south wall and arch of the western arm of the bema are fragments of
venerable fathers, the cross of the revelation in a medallion, and the image of the Virgin Mary.
On the eastern wall of the western eukterion, in the lunette of the main interior entrance, the
mosaic background of the infant Mother of God and the adjacent angelic figure remain. All
these fragments, with stylistic hallmarks of high medieval artistry, represent XI-XII century
masterpieces, revealing close connections to contemporary Georgian and Byzantine visual art.

Historical sources indicate that King Bagrat IV (1027-1072) of the unified Georgian kingdom
selected the Martvili-Chkondidi church as his eternal burial site during his lifetime and was
ultimately interred there. This provides a solid basis for the church’s elaborate decoration and
embellishment. It is likely that the earliest layer of the altar’s bema painting was executed
during Bagrat IV’s reign, whereas fragments of the western arm’s painting may date slightly
later, during the reconstruction following the destruction of Chkondidi in the Great Turkish
Invasion of 1080. This period likely coincides with the activity of Giorgi Chkondideli, a tutor and
advisor to David IV the Builder, in the late 11th and early 12th centuries, which is also supported
by stylistic analysis of the paintings. A similar dating may be applied to the mosaic and the
associated compositional wall paintings.

Overall, the previously unstudied XI-XII century fragments of the Martvili church’s artistic
decoration are significant not only for the Martvili-Chkondidi Monastery but also for
understanding the broader artistic culture of the developed medieval Georgian state.

Keywords: Monumental Painting, Mosaic, Martvili-Chkondidi Monastery, Reigns of Bagrat IV
and David IV the Builder.
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THEOLOGICAL VISION OF JOHN ZIZIOULAS ON ZOOMORPHIC
ISSUES AND THE EXEGETICAL ANALYSIS OF THE GOSPEL SYMBOL
“DONKEY”

The study reviews the theological perspective of Metropolitan John Zizioulas of Pergamon
regarding the harmonious coexistence of human beings and animals within creation. Zizioulas
perceives the animal world as an integral part of the divine creation, about which God declared
that “it was good.” In his view, such a biblical understanding has consistently strengthened the
faith and ethos of the Orthodox Church, as reflected in three essential dimensions of ecclesial
life: monasticism, liturgy, and theology.

The research further examines the Gospel’s zoomorphic symbol of the “donkey” (Old Georgian
karauli) as a sign of industriousness, humility, and peace—particularly in the context of Christ’s
entry into Jerusalem on the feast of Pascha. The term karauli refers to a heavily burdened and
toiling donkey, symbolizing the human vocation of divinely gifted industriousness, where toil is
transfigured in Christ, whose “yoke is easy, and burden light” (Matt. 11:30).

Keywords: Theology, Creation, Animal World, Gospel, Symbol
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THE MAIN PARADIGM OF GEORGIAN HISTORICAL THOUGHT AT THE
END OF THE 19TH AND THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY AND
GIORGI TSERETELI

The end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century was, in many respects, a fascinating
era—an age of the emergence and confrontation of new ideas and ideologies, the formation
of new concepts and systems of thought. The main paradigm of Georgian historical thought
of this period was defined, on the one hand, by the interpretation of the national project of the
1860s in relation to historical studies, and on the other, by the introduction of Marxist-socialist
ideology into historical thinking. Within the context of reconciliation or confrontation between
these two directions, new political consciousness and new tendencies of national and global
thought emerged, which had a profound influence on the subsequent development of Georgian
historiography.

From the second half of the 19th century, Georgia underwent significant transformations.
Infrastructure developed; the construction of the railway network expanded means of
communication, connected various regions of the country, and stimulated economic growth.
Telegraphy became a new form of communication, and in the 1860s-70s, telephone lines
connected Thilisi, Kutaisi, Poti, Telavi, and other district centers. The postal network was also
expanded. Territories previously seized by the Ottoman Empire were returned to Georgia.
The functioning of new economic systems and the emergence of a new socio-cultural space
inevitably influenced public consciousness and contributed to the shaping of new directions in
Georgian historical thought.

From the 1890s onward, Marxist doctrine and social-democratic ideology began to spread
in Georgia. In 1892-1893, a Social-Demacratic organization was officially established in the
country. Georgian Social-Democrats used the newspaper Kvali (“Trace”) to promote their ideas.
From 1898, the newspaper became the property of the Marxists. The so-called “Third Group”
(mesame dasi) strongly opposed the worldview of the tergdaleulebi (“those who had drunk from
the Terek”), condemned the ideology of reconciliation between social estates and the “common
soil” theory, and declared class struggle to be the primary means of national development.

Despite their preaching of internationalism, Georgian Social-Democrats still offered the people
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solutions to problems on a national basis. They believed that nationalism and socialism were
not mutually exclusive but complementary. Socialism was particularly attractive in Georgia
because it offered hope of putting an end to colonialism, exploitation by foreign landowners,
and both social and regional divisions.

The methodology of historical research became more refined. European research methods were
applied on a broader scale; greater emphasis was placed on the in-depth study of historical
sources, the method of comparison and correlation, and the integration of auxiliary historical
disciplines into research. Special significance was acquired by the use of archaeological and
ethnological materials—both material and narrative. The scientific depth of historiographical
waorks increased. All of this rested upon the extensive collecting and searching activities that
Georgian historians had been carrying out since the 1850s-1860s.

During this period, the well-known theory of groups (dasebi)emerged in Georgian historiography,
formulated by the historian and writer Giorgi Tsereteli. Although this theory was not universally
accepted—neither in his own time nor today—it nonetheless held an important place in Georgian
historiographical studies, particularly in Soviet historiography. The article discusses the
tendencies of unity and confrontation that Giorgi Tsereteli and his journal pursued in relation to
llia Chavchavadze and the group devoted to national ideology.

Keywords: Georgian historiography, Marxism and Social Demaocracy, national ideology, theory
of groups (dasebi), historical methodology.
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UPPER KODORI VALLEY — THE LAND OF DALI (A HISTORICAL-
GEOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW)

This paper focuses on the upper part of the Kodori Valley, the historical community of Dali, and
examines the historical-physical, historical-political, and historical-economic geography of the
region. The study of Georgia’s historical-ethnographic and historical-geographical regions is
a pressing issue in modern historiography, as a detailed study of each region is essential for
writing a comprehensive history of the country.

The work discusses hydrography, orography, historical geography of populated areas, geography
of historical fortifications, church geography, historical routes, historical toponymy, and other
related aspects of the valley. The research follows Academician Niko Berdzenishvili’s view that
the study of Georgia’s history should begin with local regions, allowing systematic, detailed
research to reveal previously unexplored historical processes.

Keywords: Abkhazia, riv. Kodori, Kodori Valley, Dali, Ajara, Lata
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HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF GEORGIAN ART STUDIES

The history of Georgian art history, as an indigenous branch of scholarship, begins at the end
of the 19th century—one of the most pivotal periods for Georgia, marking a new phase of the
Georgiannationalrevival withitsowndefining foundations. During thistime, educatedindividuals
who shared Western political views and were inspired by liberal ideas returned to Georgia
after completing their studies abroad. The first group, known as the Tergdaleulebi (Georgian
intellectuals educated in Russia), was followed by a second generation at the beginning of the
20th century. Their primary concern, like that of many progressive thinkers throughout history, was
the liberation of Georgia, the attainment of independence, and the establishment of a sovereign
state. To realize this vision, they, along with like-minded intellectuals in Georgia, began working
toward this goal immediately upon their return. It was during this period that the formation and
development of the National School of Art History in Georgia commenced, taking shape within
the Literary, Historical, and Ethnographic Societies, the Georgian Artists’ Societies, as well as
institutions such as Thilisi State University, the Academy of Arts, and the Georgian Museum and
Art Museum founded on their basis. Pioneers such as Ekvtime Takaishvili, Giorgi Chubinashvili,
Nikoloz Severov, Alexander Kalgin, Dimitri Shevardnadze, and their students played key roles.
Giorgi Chubinashvili undertook the formidable task of creating a comprehensive history of
Georgian art. This monumental work involved systematizing facts obtained or newly discovered
by the previous generation of scholars, establishing chronology, situating these facts within
their historical context, and substantiating the assertion that “our national art is a part and
result of our national history.” He aimed to restore and scientifically portray the development of
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Georgian art over centuries through art-historical analysis, employing the “categories of style.”

This report attempts to reflect the activities conducted within each institution and highlight the
contributions of individuals who significantly shaped the development of Georgian art history
and its position within the international scholarly community.

Keywords: Georgian art history; G. Chubinashvili National research Centre of Georgian Art
History; Museum of fine arts; Thilisi state University; Thilisi Academy of fine arts; National
Museum of Georgia; Eqvtime Takaishvili; Giorgi Chubinashvili; Dimitri Shevardnadze; Shalva
Amiranashvili.
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THE IMPACT OF COMMUNICATION BARRIERS ON EMPLOYEE
PRODUCTIVITY IN CHANGE MANAGEMENT PROCESSES

This paper examines the impact of communication barriers on employee productivity in the
context of change management. Change management is essential for modern organizations
operating in rapidly changing environments, where effective communication among employees
is critical.

Communication obstacles — such as lack of information, misinterpretation, and hierarchical
barriers —negatively affect the perception and implementation of changes. These issues reduce
productivity, cause conflicts, increase resistance, and ultimately impair the organization’s goals
and overall efficiency.

Keywords: Change Management; Communication Barriers; Lack of Information;
Misinterpretation
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PHYTONYMS IN MEGRELIAN PROVERBS

This paper examines the use of phytonyms in Megrelian proverbs, focusing on their semantic
and functional characteristics. Phytonyms are frequently used in toponyms and personal
names, while in proverbs they contribute to lexical-thematic and ideological diversity. Proverbs
confirmed in specific regions, reflecting unique local characteristics, provide an interesting
corpus for interdisciplinary research.

The analysis considers not only linguistic data but also interprets the results in the context of
cultural studies, translation studies, and related disciplines. Phytonyms in the Megrelian proverb
corpus offer significant semantic-functional information and represent valuable material for
linguistic and ethnocultural studies.

Keywords: Phytonym; Proverb; Megrelian Language
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VITICULTURE-RELATED TOPONYMY IN GEORGIA: A STUDY OF
CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC HERITAGE, PROSPECTS FOR USE, AND
POPULARIZATION

Toponymy is a linguistic archive, passed down through generations, enduring over centuries,
and preserving valuable information from both linguistic and extralinguistic perspectives.
Most toponyms are coined by ethnic groups histarically inhabiting specific territories; thus,
the scientific analysis of toponyms serves as a significant source for exploring a country’s
history, culture, natural environment, traditional lifeways, and ethnic dynamics in a complex
and integrated manner. Although toponymy has been the subject of several important studies
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in Kartvelology, there is a growing need to develop new directions of research, including: (1)
the analysis of toponyms from a cultural perspective; (2) the practical application of research
findings (in education, tourism, agriculture, and beyond); and (3) the popularization of this
knowledge among the broader public. The present study focuses on toponyms derived from
the roat “vineyard” (venakhi in Georgian). The analysis demonstrates that such toponyms are
widely attested across almost every region of historical Georgia, including mountainous areas.
These names are also documented in Old Georgian written sources as well as in the toponymic
systems of other Kartvelian languages (such as Megrelian-Laz and Svan). Notably, while many
of these toponyms no longer reflect the presence of an actual vineyard, they retain essential
information about the historical distribution of grape cultivation, vineyard management, and
traditional agricultural practices. The naming models associated with vineyards are based on
common Kartvelian word-formation patterns (e.g., na-venakh-ev-i, venakh-eb-i, venakh-ian-i,
venakh-ovan-i, etc.), though regional specificities are also evident (e.g., Kakhetian na-venakh-
r-ev-i). In addition to venakhi, the toponymic corpus reveals other productive roots associated
with viticulture, such as baga and fudze. The findings clearly show that vineyard cultivation was
widespread throughout the territory of historical Georgia from ancient times and served as a
cornerstone of the Georgian traditional economy. The forthcoming electronic atlas of vineyard-
related microtoponyms is envisioned as a visual and scholarly representation of this legacy.
This material holds significant potential for educational and public engagement purposes.
Particularly noteworthy is the initiative “Georgia Seen Through Toponyms”, within which
informal lessons — such as “Let’s Go See the Vineyard” — conducted at several Sunday schools
sparked considerable interest and laid a solid foundation for further development of the topic.
Scientific Innovation and Practical Significance This research is innovative both in terms of its
subject matter and its methodology. For the first time, vineyard-related toponyms are being
analyzed systematically from a cultural-linguistic perspective, framing toponymy as an evolving
part of Georgia’s intangible cultural heritage. The study integrates diachronic-synchronic
linguistic analysis with field-based geographic and cartographic modeling. A major novelty lies
in the practical component — the creation of a digital atlas of vineyard-related microtoponyms
and the incorporation of these findings into non-formal educational platforms

Keywords: Toponymy of Georgia, cultural and linguistic heritage, viticulture, popularization.
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NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA ON ANCIENT COLCHIS (LAZICA)IN
THE CONTEXT OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY

Recent findings in Georgian archaeology and historical geography significantly enhance
our understanding of ancient urban centers and settlements, known primarily from Georgian
written sources, that exhibited urban structures or constituted so-called “countries of cities.”
Equally important is the study of their genesis—that is, the identification of earlier settlements
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corresponding to these cities and the clarification of their historical nature.

A comprehensive study of major settlement centers of historical Egrisi (Western Georgia)
and their genesis is possible only through the broad integration of various disciplines—
archaeology, historical geography, palaesogeography, and others. In this respect, the creation
of an archaeological map, based on systematic fieldwork, rather than general schematic
reconstructions, would be of decisive importance.

Here, we will primarily address the urban sites revealed and studied, to varying extents, in
the central region of Egrisi (Colchis). Three main groups may be distinguished: (1) Vani and its
surrounding “country,” (2) Kutaisi and its “country,” and (3) Vartsikhe and its “country.” To this
central region of Egrisi should also belong Mukhurisi, mentioned in Byzantine sources. We once
suggested locating it northeast of Kutaisi, at Namashvi, though this hypothesis requires further
argumentation—particularly since archaeological excavations have already investigated a site
south of the Rioni-Phasis bearing a similar toponym (G. Gamkrelidze).

Further east, adjacent to Iberia, lies Shorapani, attested in both foreign and local sources.
References to its importance as a communications hub appear in ancient Greek authors (Strabo
and others) as well as Georgian chronicles. According to older records and recent observations,
the fortress of Shorapani and its associated structures, both the citadel and the lower town, are
significantly damaged. The primary dating evidence for the fortress and lower town consists
of Late Hellenistic Near Eastern ceramics, including Pergamene wares. Within the modern
settlement east of the fortress, fragments of Classical Calchian pottery (drinking vessels) have
also been identified. Particularly noteworthy is the appearance, in an Early Hellenistic stratum of
the fortress’s middle terrace, of “Iberian” white-slipped pottery. At present, however, data are
lacking for a full discussion of the settlement’s development into a fortified town and its early
connections with the Colchian world.

Attention should also be drawn to a second important site mentioned by Leanti Mroveli: Dimi (or
“Dimna”). Besides its source reference, this site has attracted the observations and hypotheses
of several scholars (N. Berdzenishvili, G. Tskitishvili, G. Melikishvili, and others). Archaeological
material from Dimi—mostly chance finds, especially from Upper Dimi—includes complexes
of Hellenistic-period gvevri-graves. In particular, a site at Upper Dimi revealed a Hellenistic
stratum in the presence of Acad. G. Melikishvili. Of greater importance, however, are the finds
from Lower Dimi, where trenches cut by amateur archaeologists confirmed Late Bronze Age
cultural layers, while remains of later settlements and, likely, burials containing Late Hellenistic
materials were discovered within the modern village. Overall, the data from Upper and Lower
Dimi can reasonably be linked with Leonti’s reference to King Pharnavaz’s construction of
fortresses at Shorapani and Dimi. Moreover, the early finds from Lower Dimi may, as Melikishvili
suggested, relate to the land of Daimena known from Urartian-Assyrian sources.

The central Colchian city of Kutaisi is clearly revealed on the hill now crowned by Bagrati
Cathedral. Here, powerful layers of timber structures and plastering have been documented.
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The remains of earlier settlements, distributed along the chain of hills, were noted already by
Dubois de Montpereux, who sketched and published them in his Atl/as.

In this central Colchis region, particularly along the Rioni valley and to its north and northwest,
a number of artificial settlement mounds dating from the Z2nd and 1st millennia BC have been
identified, sometimes in clusters. Subsequent settlements and even major urban centers
developed around and upon these mounds. A clear example is Vartsikhe-Rhodopolis, which
arose in the 4th century AD near the Rioni-Phasis confluence. Despite its location on a plain, this
city held a significant strategic position and likely originated from earlier settlements situated
along the main transit route of the Rioni valley. The settlements of its “country,” especially
those on the left bank of the Rioni, may be connected with earlier sites on the right bank—
such as Patriketi, where Bronze Age and later habitation remains, including an Early Byzantine
bathhouse, were documented.

Furtherevidence ofancienthabitationwasidentified nearthevillage of Sviri,where investigations
revealed disturbed strata near a Bronze Age defensive (?) wall, including a fragment of a black-
glazed Attic (possibly Athenian) kantharos.

It is noteworthy that these artificial settlement mounds of the Bronze-Iron and Classical periods,
located along the Phasis-Rioni road corridor, show organic connections with contemporaneous
and later sites of northern and northwestern Colchis and Abkhazia. These include fortified
mounds of antiquity as well as fortification systems primarily dating to the Early Middle Ages,
which extended toward Abkhazia and Svaneti (Prof. Z. Kvitsiani). The Bronze Age and later
settlement mounds of the plains, together with the fortified systems of the medieval period,
remain a crucial subject for further research.

Keywords: Ancient Colchis, Archaeology, Historical Geography, Urban Settlements, Shorapani
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THE ETYMOLOGICAL TRAJECTORY OF THE ROOT 6Vb AND THE
CULT OF THE GREAT MOTHER NANA IN THE CONTEXT OF WORLD
CIVILIZATIONS

The cult of the Georgian Great Mother, Nana, dates back to the Eneolithic era. As V. Bardavelidze
notes, important information about Nana is given in Georgian fairy tales and legends, and her
cult is manifested in the ritual of caring for and treating those suffering from infectious diseases
known in Georgian as “Batonebi” (measles, smallpox, etc.). The scholar connects the refrain
of these famous Georgian songs: “lav Nana, Vardov Nana, lav Naninao” with the cult of the
goddess Nana. In the ritual of “sending off” the illness, the astral nature of the Great Mother
Nana, her connection with the sun is confirmed by the circular movement around the sick person.
It seems that “lavnana” has lost its original character and purpose, today it is used as a lullaby.
Before that, at some point, it was sung to children during the illness. Presumably, it is from this
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period that the song features “ia” (meaning flower) and “vardi” — with an associative connection
with the bumps characteristic of the aforementioned diseases and in order to win the hearts of
the Masters of the illness, by comparing them with the flowers of this rash. Initially, the root “ia”
here probably did not even denote a flower... The form “vardo” in the text, perhaps, appeared
later after the reinterpretation of the root “ia” (*<aia) as the name of a flower. Here, in this
case, it is already possible to connect the “iav” component of “lav-nana” with the root “Aia”
(Aia-Colkheti), which requires further deep interdisciplinary research and exploration. As for
the root bvb, its original meaning must have been “mother”, “the one who gave birth”. The root
bvb is still found today as a name denoting “mother” in Georgian dialects. The root bvb is found
with the meaning of “mother” in stems with identical formations throughout the Caucasus. The
connection of the root bvb is also likely with the widespread roots N(V)N (Nana/ Nena / Nona /
Ane....) denoting mostly “mother” (parent), which are attested in the speech of representatives
of completely different language families around the world: Georgian: Nena, Nene, Nana, Nino,
Nona, Nunu (mather, grandmother, woman’s Proper name) Armenian: LwlUw (Nana) (Proper
name / anc. Goddess) Turkish: Anne (mother) Sanskrit: Nana, Naini (female name) Akkadian /
Babylonian: Nanaea / Inanna (goddess of love and fertility) Arabic: Nana, Nana (grandmother)
Persian: Nana, Nan€ (grandmother, breast, mother) English: Nanny, Nana (nanny / grandmother)
Spanish: Nana (nanny) Italian: Nonnina, Nonna (grandmother) French: Nana (young woman /
girl) German: Nana, Nanni (nanny) Swedish: Nanna (Scandinavian goddess) Hungarian: Nana,
Néni (grandmother, aunt) Indonesian: Nenek (grandmother) Swabhili: Nana (grandmother)
Filipino: Nana, Nanay (mother) Japanese: Na-na-chan (girl’s name) Korean: Nana (female
name) Transforming from a Common name to a Proper name, we have also received widespread
female names in Georgian — Nana, Nene, Nino, Nona, Nunu... The trajectory of etymological
transformation is presented as follows: N(V)N Mother (one who gives birth) > Mother of the
family > communit > ethnical group > whole nation > Mother of all people > Mother of all beings
/ Great Mother / Goddess > Proper name of a woman (named in honor of a goddess)> Woman
(Common name)

Keywords: Nana, Great Mother, Etymology.
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GEORGIAN MANUSCRIPTS IN GERMANY

Georgian manuscripts in Germany are hosted in four repositories: the Berlin Staatsbibliothek
and the university libraries of Géttingen, Halle, and Leipzig. In the present paper, | will report on
new insights concerning these manuscripts that were brought about by thorough scientific and
philological research in the past two years at the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures,
University of Hamburg, within the ERC project “The Development of Literacy in the Caucasian
Territories”.
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IN SEARCH OF ANTIQUITY: THE LOST MURALS OF THE CAUCASUS
MUSEUM

This paper examines the series of 19th-century decorative murals on the staircase of the
Caucasus Museum. In 1881, the first director of the Museum, German naturalist and explorer
Gustav Radde (1831-1903), commissioned Austrian painter Franz Xaver Simm (1853-1918) to
create the murals. The resulting cycle depicted the following subjects: Prometheus chained to
a rock, the arrival of the Argonauts to Colchis, Jason and Medea, Noah planting a vine, two
amazons, Queen Tamar, and King David the Builder.

Although the murals perished with the destruction of the 19th-century building, reproductions
and descriptions have survived. This allows the decorative scheme of the Caucasus Museum
to be considered as a visual document emerging in the political, academic, and cultural
environment of 1880s Tiflis. The paper analyses the mural cycle, its relation to the Museum’s
collections and spaces, and discusses how it reflected the intellectual, scholarly, artistic, and
imperial administrative landscape of Tiflis at the time.

The murals’ iconography fuses Biblical stories, Ancient Greek mythology, and Georgia’s
medieval kings, considered against the backdrop of imperial policies in the Caucasus and the
emergence of the Georgian nationalist movement. The murals serve as a vehicle to elucidate
how museological and scholarly knowledge production was shaped by, and in turn reflected, the
relations in late 19th-century imperial Tiflis.

Keywords: museum; history; painting; antiquity; empire; Queen Tamar; David the Builder
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GASTRONOMICAL FOODWAYS AT THE PHOKA NUNNERY IN
GEORGIA

Phoka Monastery in Georgia is located at 2000 meters above sea level, where five Orthodox
sisters live under harsh natural conditions. The region is snowed in from October to April, and
during the rest of the year, the vegetation is windswept and barren with no woods. During the
winter months, temperatures drop to -25°C, and can reach as low as -40°C, while during the
rest of the year, temperatures never exceed +22°C.

Due to the harsh environment, the sisters primarily cultivate potatoes, cabbage, and other
vegetables that can withstand low temperatures. Phoka is located about 13 Swedish miles from
the capital, Thilisi. The study focuses on the sisters’ work for survival through the production
of various food products, which are sold in the monastery’s small shop and in tourist shops
in Thilisi. The sisters also maintain contact with the outside world via social media, mainly
Facebook, and sell their products at various markets and fairs.

The working hypotheses are manifold: one focuses on foodscapes since geography is crucial
for the sisters; another suggests that the sisters unknowingly create their own micro-format
food system, contributing to several of the global goals (2030) on both local and international
levels; and another posits that the sisters, through their gastronomy, have created their own
local gastronomical theology.

Keywords: Phoka, nunnery, gastronomy, foodways
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GEORGIA IN THE EUROPEAN UNION’S SECURITY POLICY FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF ONTOLOGICAL SECURITY

The profound transformations currently reshaping the international order — including the
reorientation of United States foreign policy, escalating tensions in US-China relations, and the
aggressive conduct of the Russian Federation — are compelling the European Union to reassess
its security policy. In particular, the perceived weakening of the United States’ commitment
to maintaining peace in Europe has prompted the EU to take steps towards enhancing its
autonomous defence capabilities.

This strategic recalibration is encapsulated in the White Paper on European Defence —
Readiness 2030, published in 2025 by the European Commission, which sets out the framework
for the ‘ReArm Europe’ initiative. Given that the Russian Federation’s actions are presently
identified as a principal and intensifying threat to security and peace in Europe, the EU’s foreign
and security policy increasingly focuses on regions where Russian diplomatic, economic, and
military activities are most pronounced and where regional stability is particularly fragile. The
Caucasus represents such a critical area.

However, an analysis of the EU security policy — including its approach to the countries of the
Caucasus region—must incorporate the perspective of ontological security. The EU’s actions are
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not solely the result of interest-based calculations typical of realist approaches in international
relations and security studies. Rather, they are shaped and constrained by the EU’s status
(identity), as defined by its foundational treaties and legal framework. This identity is rooted in
a commitment to specific values and principles of political and social life.

The European Parliament’s resolution of 12 March 2025 on the Readiness 2030 White Paper
refers to these values and principles, which serve to orient and legitimise the EU’s foreign
and security policy. This paper seeks to examine Georgia’s role within the EU security policy,
particularly after Russia’s aggression against Ukraine on 24 February 2022. In addition to
underscoring Georgia’s strategic significance for European security, the paper highlights those
elements of the EU ontological security articulated in its foundational documents that shape and
constrain EU policy towards Georgia. These elements not only guide the EU’s engagement but
also impose significant normative limitations.

Keywords: European Union, security policy, ontological security, European security
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NEW ASPECTS TO SPLIT-ERGATIVITY IN GEORGIAN

This presentation investigates new aspects of split ergativity in Georgian, a morphologically
rich and syntactically flexible South Caucasian language. Georgian presents a typologically
intriguing case by exhibiting characteristics of both ergative-absolutive and nominative-
accusative alignment systems. The result is a split or mixed system, more accurately described
as dative-ergative, since Georgian lacks a dedicated accusative case and uses the dative for (in)
direct objects.

Split ergativity in Georgian is conditioned by multiple interacting factors. Building on Dixon’s
(1994) framework, this study highlights three primary determinants: (a) the semantic nature of
the verb, particularly in terms of control and transitivity; (b) the person and form of core noun
phrases; and (c) the clause’s tense, aspect, or mood.

Importantly, while Dixon suggests that ergative marking in Georgian applies only to third-person
nominals in certain series, this presentation shows that firstand second person pronouns, though
uninflected for case, functionally participate in the same system through syntactic behavior and
context.

Additionally, this analysis identifies voice as a previously underappreciated conditioning factor.
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Data from the Georgian National Corpus illustrate that active control verbs (e.g., daizina ‘slept’)
trigger ergative marking, whereas passive control verbs (e.g., da3da ‘sat down’) do not. This
pattern suggests that the active/passive voice distinction plays a decisive role in case alignment,
in interaction with other factors.

Another interesting example is the verb amagoba ‘to be proud’, a verbum sentiendi, which
triggers the nominative case for the subject in the present tense but the ergative case in the
aorist.

By integrating empirical corpus data and theoretical analysis, this presentation proposes a more
nuanced understanding of split ergativity in Georgian. It challenges oversimplified views of case
marking and offers new insights into the interdependence of semantics, morphosyntax, and
discourse in shaping alignment systems. These findings contribute to the typological modeling
of split ergativity and refine our understanding of alignment variation in natural languages.

Keywords: Caucasian linguistics, Typology, Functional Grammar, Corpus linguistics
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KRIOBA: THE REVIVAL OF GEORGIAN BOXING AND THE
TRANSFORMATION OF TRADITIONAL MARTIAL ARTSIN
CONTEMPORARY GEORGIA

Georgia is home to many cultural traditions, recognized by UNESCO, which added four Georgian
elements to its List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity between 2008 and 2018.
The most recent addition is the traditional wrestling style known as Chidaoba, highlighting the
persistence of martial arts traditions in contemporary Georgia.

The existence, characteristics, and rules of such practices were studied during the Soviet period
by scholars suchas Vasil Elashvili,who worked on Chidaoba (Elashvili, 1975), Liburgieli (wrestling
style from the Svaneti region) (Elashvili, 1973), and other martial traditions such as Parikaoba
(fencing style from the Khevsureti region) (Elashvili, 1956). Some of these traditional Georgian
sports are still practiced today, with Chidaoba being the most popular among practitioners and
scholars alike.

Their continued practice appears linked to the newly acquired ability to express and support
national identity in an independent country freed from imperial and Soviet rule. However, the
survival of these physical traditions in contemporary Georgia often involves selecting and
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modifying traditional elements, such as clothing and even the rules themselves. Some changes
may be attributed to aligning these traditions with the modern sport mode! (Guttmann, 1978;
Elias & Dunning, 1986), partly through unifying regional rule variations and creating institutions
to regulate practices and support practitioners.

This adaptation process results in what can be referred to as “traditional sport.” A compelling
example in contemporary Georgia is Krioba, a traditional Georgian form of boxing that existed
until the early Soviet period and has recently been revived and adapted to the modern sport
model.

Through observations of the Mamber Fighting Championship, which specializes in Krioba
tournaments, and interviews with members of the Georgian Association for Traditional Sports
and Games involved in its revival, this study aims to:

® [Explore the motivations behind Krioba’s recreation;
® [xamine the modifications made to integrate it into the modern sports model while

preserving its traditional heritage.

Keywords: Krioba, Traditional Martial Arts, Cultural Revival, Sportivization
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A COGNITIVE REFLECTION ON TIME (WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
ARMENIAN AND IRISH FOLKTALES)

A folktale is a distinct narrative genre characterized by a set of formal and thematic features,
among which temporal structure holds particular significance. In folktales, time can accelerate
or slow down depending on the narrative’s aim.

This study offers a comparative analysis of temporal features, focusing on Armenian and
Irish ATU 470-type folktales. These tales differ in their depiction of time in two realms: the
otherworld, where time typically flows more slowly, and the folktale’s real world, where time
follows a more “cyclic” pattern.

Methodologically, the research employs comparative narrative analysis, cognitive approaches,
and close textual reading to examine thematic and structural representations of time across the
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two traditions. In both Armenian and Irish folktales, time is often expressed through vague and
non-specific terms. Precise numerical reference to time appears only in the contrast between
the temporal flows of the folktale real world and the otherworld.

Another shared narrative feature is the distortion of time in the otherworld, where it moves
differently than in the folktale’s real world. This phenomenon can be seen as a folkloric parallel
to modern scientific theories of time dilation between Earth and space, influenced by gravity
and spacecraft speed. Folktales anticipate such insights, suggesting that human imagination
has long intuitively grasped complex temporal concepts. Folklore thus becomes a medium for
conveying simple yet profound truths about time, life, and existence.

Despite these similarities, ATU 470-type folktales from the two traditions differ in the portrayal
and interpretation of the otherworld. Armenian folktales consistently depict it as a horizontal,
timeless, and immortal realm, often narrated in the present tense, indicating Armenians’
inclination toward preserving and recalling historical events. In contrast, Irish folktale
otherworlds are often beneath the sea and narrated in the past tense, highlighting a clear
temporal distinction between past and present, reflecting a precise and linear understanding
of time.

Through this analysis, the research demonstrates how Armenian and Irish folktales reflect
broader cultural attitudes toward time, mortality, memory, and the afterlife, providing insight
into the interplay between temporal imagination and cultural worldview.

Acknowledgement: This research was conducted with the financial support of the National
Assaciation for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR), United States.

Keywords: temporal distortion, slow flow of time, otherworld, temporal and spatial uncertainty,
theory of relativity, folktale, human imagination, immortal, cultural perception of time, horizontal
location
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CLASSIFICATION OF LOWERMYTHOLOGICAL CHARACTERSIN
ARMENIAN FOLKTALES

Beliefs underlying human worldviews and mythological interpretations of natural phenomena
are connected not only to higher deities but also to impure forces—so-called “lower”
mythological beings. Analyzing the works of philologists and ethnographers from the 19th
century to the present, within European, Russian, Iranian, and other philological traditions, it
is evident that lower mythology is perceived as a multifunctional system that studies beliefs
and representations concerning various spirits and supernatural beings. This study aimed to
classify lower mythological figures in Armenian folktales according to types and functions,
using historical-cognitive and historical-comparative methods. The general methodological
foundation of the work is empirical research, which included observation, data collection,
comparison, and analysis of folkloric and ethnographic sources.

Keywords: folklore, lower mythology, popular belief, classification, evil spirits
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A LINGUO-FOLKLORISTIC ANALYSIS OF SONGS IN GEORGIAN AND
ARMENIAN FAIRY TALES /INTERGENERIC PENETRATION/

A Linguo-Folkloristic Analysis of Songs in Armenian and Georgian Fairy Tales (Intergeneric
Penetration) The inclusion of songs in fairy tales exemplifies a distinct form of intergeneric
penetration, where the lyric ormusical mode intrudes upon and transforms the narrative structure.
Rather than merely accompanying the story, songs penetrate the fabric of the tale, introducing
lyrical elements—such as rhythm, repetition, and emotional intensification—that disrupt and
enrich the fairy tale text. This penetration allows songs to function not only as expressive
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interludes but as integral narrative components, shaping character development, advancing
plot, and reinforcing thematic motifs. In doing so, they blur the boundaries between genres,
embedding poetic form within prose narrative to create a hybridized storytelling experience. This
paper examines the roles of songs in Armenian and Georgian fairy tales, exploring their magical
and emotional significance, as well as their function as integral components of the narrative
structure. Our analysis reveals that songs in Georgian and Armenian fairy tales are not merely
decorative or emotional tools. Instead, they serve multifaceted roles as both magical invocations
and narrative devices. Through this comparative study, we see that songs in Georgian and
Armenian fairy tales are key elements in both the spiritual and narrative dimensions of folklore.
These songs function as cultural expressions, helping to preserve and transmit the spiritual,
magical, and emotional worlds of the characters.

Keywords: song, function, text, Georgia, Armenia, hero, stylistic.
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GEORGIAN ARCHIVE AS A SOURCE OF RESEARCHINTO THE HISTORY
OF THE PEOPLES OF THE NORTH CAUCASUS (CIRCASSIAN CASE)

The Georgian National Historical Archive and the Institute of Manuscripts store a vast layer of
documentation from the period of the Russian Empire concerning the history and culture of the
peoples of the North Caucasus. The Circassian topic alone consists of more than 2,000 files,
thematically divided. This report focuses on the study of Circassian history based on documents
from these two archives.

Keywords: archives, history, culture, Northern Caucasus, Circassian, documentation
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CONFLICT AND POST-CONFLICT CONNECTIVITIES AND
DISCONNECTIVITIES IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS

Routinely referred to as the shortage route between Asia and (the rest of) Europe, the South
Caucasus region has experienced the most dramatic geopolitical changes in the last five years
than since its three countries regained their independence in 1991. Even before recovering
all of the former Karabakh region and seven surrounding territories, Baku actively began
transformative infrastructural developments. Armenia responded creatively with it “Crossroads
for Peace,” and the trilateral pre-peace agreement signed in the White House in August 2025
portends a triple transformative impact for the lynchpin real estate area of Zangezur: a new
and much-needed basis for Armenian-Azerbaijan cooperation; a potential American presence;
and the further ejection of Russian and Iranian influence. These transformational changes
are enormous in European-Eurasian terms, and possibly even globally. The downside is that
Georgia’s previous dual position as the transit state for Azerbaijani/Caspian hydrocarbons and
as the go-between for Yerevan and Baku is now at considerable risk. The South Caucasus may
now see an ironic simultaneous process of intensified connectivity and dysconnectivity. This
talk, based in part on several on-ground working visits and sustained engagements with the
parties, assesses these changes and their significances.
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THE DOGHLAURIBURIAL GROUND IN THE CONTEXT OF BRONZE AND
IRON AGE PEOPLING IN GEORGIA

The Aradetis Orgora archaeological site with its burial area Doghlauri is located in the Karel
municipality, Georgia. This archaeological complex is one of the most important of the whole
Shida Kartli region, at the historical heart of the country. The ancient complex covers a surface
of 40 ha and the settlement develops on three mounds. The Main Mound (Dedoplis Gora) was
occupied from the 4th millennium BC to the Early Medieval period, with evidence of a nearly
complete stratigraphic sequence from the end of the 4th to the mid-1st millennium BC. The
other mounds were mainly occupied in the Late Bronze/Early Iron Age. The cemetery extends
over 8 ha on a flat area on the second river terrace to the north of the settlement, separated
from the Main Mound by a small water stream. A Georgian team unearthed more than 450
burials, dated back to the Early Bronze Age (Kura-Araxes culture) and to the Late Bronze Age
(Lchashen-Tsitelgori culture), but the emergency conditions due to the rescue excavation led a
partial documentation of the findings. The sample included in this study comprises the human
remains from both periods (each of these phases is marked by distinctive features) recovered
in 2012 and 2015, in course of study in the framework of the joint Georgian Italian Shida Kartli
Archaeological Project. We present data on taphonomy, burial customs and funerary practices,
paleodemography, physical anthropology, paleopathology, C14 on EBA and LBA burials and
paleonutrition, to be compared with other coeval sites of the Caucasian area.

Keywords: Archaeological site, Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Funerary practices, Physical
anthropology, Paleodemography Paleopathology, C14, Paleonutrition.
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